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FOREWORD. 

The author, in submitting this book to the Sir Knights of 
the Maccabees, members of other Fraternal Orders and the pub- 
lic, desires to state that his object is not to add to, or to take from, 
the instructive and beneficial principles of Fraternity. Nor does 
he pretend to have discovered anything new in it, or out of it, 
which has not been under the cognizance of every one. But he 
hopes he has presented the true principle of Fraternity in a way 
that may make it clearer and dearer to the reader. He has ear- 
nestly endeavored to write something that will aid in the develop- 
ment of that principle as a faculty of the mind, without which the 
man's highest character is impossible, and which, once developed, 
gives pleasure and contentment not to be attained from any other 
attribute. 

Whether this effort has been successful, the reader must 
judge. Of the earnest purpose the author will admit no dispute. 
It may be this purpose has outrun his ability. He has not always, 
conformed to the established rules of meter, endeavoring, rather, 
to find words to best express his meanings than to find meanings 
to fit his words. There is such a thing as poetry which is not 
metrical and there may be meter without rhyme or reason. The 
author hopes he has been reasonable at the least, that he rhymes 
occasionally without detriment to the thought, and that he will be 
forgiven any departure he may have made from exact measure. 

If this book shall be the means of awakening in any heart 
that true spirit of Fraternity which guides the helping hand; 
which drives selfishness from the soul, and which devotes itself 
to making the pathway of life more cheerful for all who come in 
contact with it, the author will feel well repaid for his labor and 
happy in the consciousness of having helped his fellowman. 

One man who is truly Fraternal makes the whole world bet- 
ter, because his aim is to be helpful to others, and in that he finds 
his happiness. In this spirit the following pages were written. 

THE AUTHOR. 

Pittsburg, Pa., June i, 1899. 
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Fiy^TERNlTY. 

Unequal are Nature's gifts," 
My brother, hence be you 

Prepared, with a mind which sifts 
And takes from life its cue. 

Not all have powers the same. 
Abilities to rise, 
' Then why let envy or shame 
Rob life of its just prize? 

If wealth be made the worldy gauge of merit, 
Then will the richest man be better placed, 

But brothers cannot judge in that vain spirit; 
Nobility of thought by these is graced. 

If merit is by man's position tested 
And you the agent are, man to direct, 

Think not that you are thus by power crested 
And made the equal of the world's elect. 

Perchance some circumstance without a reason 
Installs a mindful man in place unfit. 

Involuntarily compelling treason 
To both his best abilities and wit. 
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Or man's affections force him to disparage 

His mind's abilities in time of need, 
Compelling him to humble carriage. 

His wanting fanjjly to clothe and feed. 

But be his station high, or be it lowly, 
Fraternity still counts hin^ust a man; 

For not on wealth, or power, or wisdom wholly, 
Is based his place or standing in the clan. 

The helping hand; sweet sympathy for sorrow; 

Good fellowship; the big and generous heart; 
Hold more of worth than riches one might borrow, 

Yet these are of Fraternity but part. 

Fraternity takes the sting 

From disappointments sore. 
With helpfulness greetings bring 

Of Brothers' love in store. 

From wealth and the world estranged 

Fraternal hand and heart 
Will help thee till life has changed 

And thee and thy sorrows part. 
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THE ORATION OF ELEAZER. 
(Before Antiochus IV, King of Syria, 175 B. C.) 
The King. — Proceed Eleazer. What thou hast to say, will 
we hear, even though against our will! 

Eleazer — O king, those terrors, which thy imagination doth create 

To tear me, and to turn mine integrity to sham, 

Exist not for me, and thy direst threats doth but culminate 

That divinity within me, which defies thy power to dam. 

Terrors, what meanest thou? That language is for slaves; 

Thinkest thou, I know the language of servitude? 

Aye, but not of mortal master, but of One whom the soul from 
misery saves. 

Not a master as thou art, who would'st despoil the soul of im- 
mortality. 

Oh, King, thou threatenest me; yet I breathe, I speak, I live. 

Aye, and that voice which thy conscience compels thee to hear. 

Doth dare to tell thee^if that conscience would'st give utterance 

To its own language, that it was thee who faltereth and tremblest 
with fear. 

But fear not; that Almighty Being, who madest man of earth su- 
preme, 

Commandeth His servants not to judge, but to exterminate 

The errors of mankind and, by supplication, their souls redeem. 

Hence, Mighty King, when thou addressest me, let thy threats 
terminate. 

And use the language of equality. Nay, let it be as to thy su- 
perior. 

For thou, notwitstanding thine exalted position, art lacking the 
nobility which I possess 

And in the majesty of man, and before a Greater than thou, thou 
art mine inferior. 

Mine oration extendeth not to defend my faith, but to force thee 
thy errors to confess; 
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14 FRATERNITY. 

Not to plead, but to charge home thy guilt and to convict or save 

thee. 
Thou art mighty in dominion and hath majesty. But what art 

thon? 
Endowed with great and some noble abilities, as man teacheth. 

But what canst thou see? 
A King! A ruler over mighty men of war, yet before death even 

thy proud knee must bow. 
A man clothed with royalty, wielding the scepter o! a King, for a 

period brief; 
Imagination buying thy semblance of omniscience, from the lying 

tongues of sj'cophants. 
By gorging their insatiable greed; by making them of their honor 

the thief. 
Thus, by thy own foul example, transmitting the seeds of sin to 

thy utmost dependents. 
Blind! Blind ! yet thou art a king, holding in thy hands the power 

of life and death. 
But of what life? of what death? A mere mortality; a thing that 

was; a passing breath; 
An imbecility; an impetuosity; an anticipation; a disappointment; 

a strife; 
A very temporary, miserable habitation of the soul's preparatory 

life; 
Preparing it for its blissful immortality, or everlasting damna- 
tion. 
Still, thou art a king. Judged great by men, yet even thou, art like 

them, blind. * 

Their eyes, traveling no higher than thine, judge thine by their 

own lesser exaltation. 
Whilst thou, discovering no greater exaltation than thine own 

amongst mankind 
Believest that there be no greater power, and art to thyself only, 

for thy acts accountable. 
Vain, foolish man. Open thou thine eyes, and compare thyself 

with the Maker of the universe. 
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THE ORATION OF ELEAZER. 15 

Still thou do'st not belieye? Makest thou a "living gift," to thy 
gods acceptable. 

The work of thine own hands, which shall propagate its genera- 
tion. 

Thou would'st ask me, what I am? Thou believest, seeing these 
hands manacled 

That I am thy most dangerous prisoner, a convict, a slave doomed 
for his iniquity. 

I pity thee. Help, oh Thou who knowest all tilings, this doomed 
one shackled 

By the poison of his own presumption, intensified by Hell's pro- 
pinquity. 

But thou art wrong, O king! this body, 'tis true, is thine, to do 
with as thou wilt. 

But that which it doth contain is beyond thy reach, and belongs 
to God who gavest it ; and by whose power 

I can foretell the doom of thy gods and their speedy destruction 
prophesy. 

Now, O king! for a space in devotional prayer, for thy conver- 
sion, I crave the human hour; 

And then, "God's will be done!" 



D,gt,ZBdbyGOO<^le 



.ibiGoogle 



THE SPmiT OF FRATERNITV. 



THE SPIRIT OF FRATERNITY. 

Rejoice, O Maccabees, and sing, 

With the spirit from Fraternity flowing; 

And make thy voices joyful ring, 

For the bounties it is always bestowing. 

Let heart an earnest pupil be 

To its teachings generous of designing, 
For welfare of humanity, 

Which the struggles of this world is confining. 

Let mind's most wonderful resource 
Grasp the true intent of its own desiring. 

Protect and guard its ardent force. 
That the man may live for his love's inspiring. 

To make that world to man denied 

Let the mind be constant in application. 

To be his teacher, faithful guide; 

E'en though rejecting its supplication. 

That world of happiness where dwells 

A mind at peace, in blissful station. 
Where faith, affection, quick dispels 

EVry strife, and bids to cease each temptation. 

That world of happiness where dwells 
The eager mind, each faculty finding 

Truth's potent force, strength that dispels 
From man his ignorance that is blinding. 

May that spirit which Fraternity's taught 

To supplicate, on bended knee. 
In its vast omniscience be sought 

The guide of every Maccabee. 
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SOLILOQUY OF ANTlOCHUS IV. KING OF SYRIA. 

•This old and foolish man, what means he? He surely dotes on 
lost faculties. 

Yet my mind recalleth not the instance of one whose decayed and 
lost mentalities provoked an appetite for death. 

Nay! methinks when those sharp faculties lose their restraining 
hold, 

Man strives the more and eagerly, to prolong the briefness of his 
life, that his body's appetites he may indulge. 

Mem'ry beareth not the evidence of man, the springtime of whose 
life 

Was spent in gathering the ripened fruits, thethoughts of tliought- 
ful men: 

For autumn's calm consumption, meditation and assimilation, 

That winter's Judgment shall dispassionately and thus justly, then 
select, prepare for them a truthful propagation. 

So that as he had gathered others in the springtime of their life, 
may gather fruits of greater knowledge. 

I would, that one might thus fulfill the proud, exalted destiny, the 
gods provided for men of this, my country. 

Namely, that each succeeding generation shall become the wealth- 
ier, mightier than its predecessor. 

So nations of the earth to them shall tribute pay, of wealth, do- 
minion, honor and of worship. 

One whose mentalities, thus employed and thus devoted in the 
spring and autumn of his life, 

Produceth not the withered refuse. Nature's bounteousness hath 
exhausted, in her productive efforts. 

Fit and meet, but for the furnace's consumption, thus creating! 
Ah! 

Whither leadest these my thoughts? Nature hath proclaimed 
that nothing is exterminated, lost, or gonel 

The fiery furnace even, food consumeth only to regenerate and re- 
create another food. 
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Gods! what thought is this? 'Tis treachery! Cease, Cease! 
Eleazer, I forbid thy further speech. 

Tellest thou me, that he hence has gone? why but now, even now 
his lying tongue, most damnably 

Gave utterance to mine indignity! Eleazer gone? who spake then 
that conviction — 

Aye, conviction of a lie direct, a blasphemous, a withering, blast- 
ing lie I 

Have my thoughts revolted and rebelled against my sovereignty 
and reason? 

Said I that memory recalleth no decrepitude of the intelligence, in 
hoary, frosted age of man? 

Memory? Aye, memory! a coward! traitor! rebel! false, falser 
than that vile and wretched Nature thoughts of mine cre- 
ated; 

Falser than the mind of falseness which now would'st control and 
sway my crown, by its infamous greed. 

Must I my thoughts my Master own? confess humiliation, and 
disgrace receive? 

Never! yea! By the conceit of my confession will I ridicule, defy 
and scorn the name; the hated name of conscience. 

What though the countrymen of this Eleazer, possess intelligence 
of age exceeding those of mine? 

What though the countrymen of this Eleazer, with fearless cour- 
age stand undaunted in mine august presence, fearing not 
my threatening looks ! 

What though my countrymen, disclose a weakened mind, and 
thus become useless. 

Both for Council chamber and war's demands, long ere devoted 
time has ripened age for them. 

What said I? The gods, my father's fathers worshiped, this un- 
hinged, disjointed tongue, confound. 

Which now prescribes and then directs my thoughts and usurps 
functions both of mind and will. 

And makes of them the playthings of its utterances, and then . 
whips into subjection by its madness. 
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SOLILOQUY OF ANTIOCHUS IV, KING OF SYRU. 21 

Meanwhile, uncurbed and gored, by galling stabs, inflicted on it 
by the spur of conscience, 

Answers phrenziedly and giveth language to the thoughts of 
Eleazer, 

Substituting mind of his to make my heart, a traitor to myself and 
to my father's gods. 

Makes doubly trait'rous its own acts, by unfolding guilty evidence 
of earlier falsity of utterance. 

And in supreme contempt, advocating the cause of this Eleazer, 
the vilest traitor and the meanest foe. 

But cease this useless strife; I was not wont to thus disturb my 
reason; thus to view perplexing questions of my govern- 
ment 

Ah! there spake the king; what though the man be struck, Syria's 
king is yet the king. 

Exalted ruler! Mighty king of Syria! Commander, leader of the 
mighty men of war. 

Holding in his grasp the destinies of nations. Under favor of the 
gods the lawmaker, lawgiver. 

To him, dispassionate and regal, shall the attitude of this man, this 
good Eleazer be submitted. 

By him shall this Eleazer's presumptuous contentions be consid- 
ered and then judged. 

What saith the oracles, by which the sacred gods do condescend 
to speak to man, for his instruction and obedience? 

What saith those subtle scholars, sage and wise, the holy and di- 
vine interpreters thereof? 

Man is by the gods decreed supreme upon the earth and second 
only to the gods; 

Inasmuch as gods in Elj'sium have the mightiest and meanest 
capacities and positions, so have also men. 

Greatest and mightiest amongst the men of earth, is their an- 
ointed King; the gods' instrument of their vengeance. 

Faithful to the king, devoted to the gods; awaiting man, is Para- 
dise. 

What the gods decree is sacred and infallible. Fit and meet for 
the accustomed ear 
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22 FRATERNITY. 

And understanding mind of the king and of his faithful and true 

interpreters. 
Wherefore these in the profoundness of their greater knowledge 

and of wisdom. 
Shall select the matter suitable to plebian's defective understand- 
ing and his poverty of mind. 
Surely, what the gods command, a terrible significance conveys 

and striketh terror to the heart of man. 
Wherefore do interpreters, by the severity of fasting and by ear- 
nestness of invocations 
Prepare themselves to enter the divine and holy presence of the 

gods. 
Thus of anger, them appeasing, and the terrors of their utterance, 

assuaging. 
What Elea^er hath said, containest foul sedition, and against the 

royal crown of Syria. 
Insomuch that he appealed to One, as being greater than the 

king, for which he meritest the vengeance of the gods. 
Cast he also shame, and base aspersion on the sacred and the just 

decrees of the divine and holy oracles. 
By invoking commands of another God he meritest the vengeance 

of our gods. 
Sacrifice unto the gods refuseth he to make, and thereby setting 

at defiance the sacred ordinances. 
For which he meritest the vengeance of the gods. 
But his enormity, most audacious, consisteth in presumptuously 

claiming superiority. 
There lives not the man who dares to make that claim and live. 

The gods forbid. 
Twould be against the authority of the king. Against the just 

exaltation of my gods, 
. For which he meritest the ignominy of a traitor's death. 
But from whence his claim? The gods superiority do claim and 

that to them is granted. 
We saluting them, obey; obeying, love them; loving, worship 

them; 
Worshiping, acknowledge them, and recognize in them the power 

of divinity with fear and trembling. 
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Sacrificing blood and life of the defiler to appease their wrath by 

offerings of living sacrifice. 
Thus diverting vengeance from us, their unworthy worshipers, so 

that it shall fall upon the sacrilegious and the ignorant. 
Betwixt the gods and man, the gods command, and man obeys; 

master, servant. 
Betwixt "the king and man, the king commands, and man obeys; 

master, servant. 
The king, his authority delegates, but yet is he supreme. 
Delegate the gods their authority? Ah! most terrifying thought! 
Lives there the man, of strength sufficient, to bear that weight? 

The gods yet live! 
The king, avenger of the gods, has it not, yet he is of mighty 

strength and power. The gods yet live! 
Aye! in Elysium; and who seeketh not this world, or the abode of 

man, unless he seeks for them in Paradise. Happy lot of 
man. 
Yet this man, Eleazer, presumptuously claimed superiority of 

king and of the gods, and pityingly 
Did deplore the blindness of the king and then, disparaging his 

royalty, defied himt 
Ah! a slave's convicting act of guilt; a thiefs convincing proof of 

theft. 
And the convicted murderer's untruthful evidence of innocence. 
But, Eleazer, perchance, had other views, and he relied upon the 

might of his own God, 
To smite the king when uttering his slave's defiance. 
Peradventure, his God is a sleepy God, and sleepeth, thus permit- 
ting to my gods their victim, hoping to obtain revenge? 
Perchance the oracles, by which his God instructs were interpreted 

blindly, and the interpreters thereof, sought his death? 
But the vengeance of the gods is not as man's for they cannot err, 

while he constantly commits errors. 
Tis not the slayer, whom the gods will punish, but they who thus 

sought his death. 
And the soul of Eleazer will be received unto the joys of Paradise. 
What is done by man is known to the king; but what is done by 

the king is known only to that man, who is the king. 
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Whatsoever, he as man, may think, as king is kingly, kingly to all 

but to himself. 
Ah! the cankering worm of discontent bores its festering head 

into the heart of king, and kiUeth those pleasures which he 
would have. 
Pleasures? Pleasures of a king? Pleasures? Food of others, 

to speak to man, for his instruction and obedience? 
is yet to be. 
Dim! and like the future. Like a dream, the memory creates to 

tantalize the mind with and to spoil it of its rest. 
A dream? A shadow. Something which was not and not what 

is, 
A something, like a juggler who juggles and plays with faculties 

of mind to make it the sport of its illusions. 
And the dreamer! making him the toy, the object for the scorn 

and laughter of those whom the mind creates, 
Making him the butt, the fool, the giant "Impotent," and impo- 

tency's giant, of its witty world. 
Whatsover man in his conceit, may will his thoughts to think of 

himself. 
When the power by which "Will" controls the faculties has ceased, 

as in a dream, the mind depicts him a most miserable crea- 
ture. 
Hear unuttered cry!! See those struggles! See!! See those 

writhing features consonant to its own impotence. 
By its horrible workings making visible, the form of sins com- 
mitted here reproduced. 
Squirming under stroke of lash, inflicted by an outraged, and 

wounded, lacerated conscience. 
Until, expiring in the agonies of sinful death, the dreamer is 

awakened, also his will. 
The will again enthroned, away goes man as of yore, 'tis but a 

dream ! 
Aye! 'tis but a dream! But that sin which caused that lurid pic- 
ture, is that also but a dream? 
Ask thy conscience, man, and search the tablets of thy memory to 

find the earthly prototype of that dream. 
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Not as thou didst the picture dream, for sawest thou it through the 

eyes of thine own conscience. 
By which thou sawest the extent of sin committed by thine act, 
According to the judgment of thy conscience, that thou mayest 

realize the grossness and the wickedness of sin. 
But findest thou, that which was weak and feeble, as thou wert in 

thy dream, when thou the sin committed; 
Or findest thou that time and place which had the same protection 

of its interests. 
As thou had'st in thy dream, when thou the sin committed. 
And if thou find them not, thou art truly blessed, 'twas but a 

thought misguided, not a dream. 
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Paee 24, seventh line from top of page. '"St^^*^/* .. ^„ , ., 
^ -'to speak to man, for his instrucfon and obedience ? 

''""" "gW^n tham to satisfy imagination with a something which 
is yet to be." 
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KING ANTIOCHUS' DREAM. 

The King now sinks unconscious deep in sleep 
The while his memory in dream does keep 
In action strange; links future with the past. 
And o'er his slumb'ring vision scenes does cast. 

He sees his army beaten, worsted, crushed 
At Israel's hands. He sees his soldiers flushed 
With Warriors' defeat. Sees battles lost 
That retribution for deceit has cost. 

His pride, his army, now sees trodden down 
By Persian hosts, amidst the battle's frown. 
He takes the field in haste his foes to kill. 
One mightier than he defeats his will. 

In chariot he wildly speed does urge 
To vengeance, while the pains of body purge 
Away his life. He dreams himself does fall 
Deserted. Sees his body give its gall. 

And then with feeble mind a message sends 

To Israel, begging, promising amends 

For wrongs, "Be not my foes, be friends instead," 

He said, and falsified his life till dead. 
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JUDAS MACCABEUS* ORATION. 

B«for« Antlochus V, Successor to Antlochus JV, on the Syrian Throne. 

King! That thou hast conceded me, the right to declare 
To my countrymen, freedom of worship, I thank thee. 

We accept it, not as a concession, for thou canst not deny us. 

But as an indication that thy hard heart doth repent 

Of those unrighteous sins thou hast committed. 

That thou canst not remove from th' memory of thy countrymen 

The foul ignominy cast by them upon that noble martyr Eleazer, 

'tis true, 
Or yet bring back to life, those fallen in our righteous battles, 'tis 

also true. 
But thou canst regulate thy life's speech and actions; 
Thou canst so curb thy haughty spirit, to bestow 
That respect to their memory, which is due them, and which we 

claim ; 
That thy mighty men, by thy example, shall also give respect. 
Nay frown not, nor cast thy threatening look upon me ! ! 
It doth but expose the malignance of thy mind, and consumeth 

thy life's vitality; 
Thou knowest (Ah! to what bittermost extent, thine own proud 

heart alone canst tell). 
That I despise it! That I fear it not and I defy its power I 
Learn the lesson, proud king, taught thee and thine at the battle's 

front. 
Learn from Him, who makest us but the instrument of thy sore 

defeat. 

1 say learn 1! What? Art thou still at anger? Curb thyself; 
Let not thine impotent rage, bemean the office thou boldest. 

My right to speak was not sought, thou gavest it, perchance under 
compulsion ; 

Yet thou gavest it, and art privileged to revoke it; thou canst re- 
voke it if thou wilt? 
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But that right shall be enforced by that strength, which thou even 
now hast felt. 

Learn then! I demand this respect for my dead, and for my liv- 
ing countrymen. 

Not content with demanding, I command it shall be given unto 
them. 

Aye, and if thou or thy countrymen fail'st in it I command instant 
punishment be dealt them. 

Ah! What, hot Guards!! Halt! The king hath recovered 
himself. 

But remainest thou. 'Tis well this proud Prince, be reminded of 
thy valor. 

I would that strife should cease, but without respect. Hail strife! 

Aye, until there remaineth none to receive it, 

I would be calm, dispassionate, forget my wrongs ; 

My wrongs? My Fathers! Brothers! Children's wrongs! 

Oh Death 1! But hold! Alas, their ashes alone remaineth. 
Gone! Gone!! 

I will be calm. Know, O king, I am entrusted to deliver unto 
thee; 

The determinations of our War Council, and with God's help I 
will. 

I was charged with mandates of conduct. 

Was instructed in speech, in reverence, for thine exalted person. 

But my thoughts were hurriedly directed to that last bloody 
battle; 

Where!! (Officer, A Flagon, let me rather weep in wine than be- 
fore this man). 

Perchance my embassy is too potent for mine unskilled brains, 

More trained to seize upon mine enemies* weaknesses 

Than to command its intricacies to find words to address Kings, 

Yet have I seen, in dread battle, the slaughter of my brethren, un- 
moved ! 

Yet have I heard recited the horrid story of the butchery of inno- 
cent women and children, unmoved! 
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Y«t have I heard the moans of death's approaching victims, un- 
moved ! 

Like unto a man made of stone, void of feelings (or what doth con- 
stitute a man). 

But at this time, while I stand before this man the very instincts 
of feelings are aroused within me. 

Making my brain thronged, and crushed with the multitude of 
my Nation's wrongs. 

Overcrowding the channels of my tongue, and evilly wishing that 
tongue 

Was, as the charging squadrons of my soldiers, Jealing deatli 
to foes. 

Making each thought, gather strength and impetuosity 

By the very intensity of its obstruction, until overwhelming the 
floodgates of control. 

It dashes its thunderbolts upon the organ of speech, and annihil- 
ates it! 

But whence these irresistible impulses? Is it that in this man, 

I see concentrated, the murderers, butchers, and violators of my 
countrymen? 

The author of my Nation's ills, sufferings and wrong-doings? 

The source of that vile treachery, which maketh even traitors, 
treacheries create. 

The originator of those doubly damned idolatries, the curse of hu- 
manity, 

The arch-enemy of man. and the wretched victim of God's right- 
eous wrath ! 1 

O King. I am recalled by thy impatient gestures. 

To the fruits of mine errand! Alast what availeth sorrow? 

Yet look thou on these men, the very turbulence of their feelings, 

Doth but need, the reawakening touch of remembrance, 

To throw thy halls into chambers of blood and carnage, or them 
to obedience! 

Peace, Friends! Peace! Men! I command Peace! 

It were treachery to my mission's accomplishment, to permit 
these uncontrollable impulses to betray my speech. 

If my tongue gavest utterance only unto the foolish babblements 
of mine own weak conceptions. 
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But, O King, it is unaccustomed to falsely betray and belie the 
trust confided to it by its superior members. 

And these have but executed the more honored, the more ex- 
alted office of their Master and Lord. 

Aye! O king, the Lord God of heaven and earth speaketh 
through the mouths of babes and sucklings; 

And woe to him. Woe! Woe! who disregardest the inspired 

Admonitions and feelest not the troubled and uneasy conscience 
within him. 

For surely His vengeance is terrible, awful! even that which mine 
own eyes hath beheld. 

Ponder upon mine uttered words, O king, and believest thou 
their mighty import and credit thou the source from 
whence they came. 

It is not thy downfall, not thy destruction, which we desire, but 
rather that thy power be multiplied upon the face of the 
earth. 

But thy dominion, power, exaltation is as naught, before Al- 
mighty God, doomed to destruction and oblivion 

By that very might which thou seemest to despise. 

O man! O King! therein liest thine obstinate and wicked contu- 
macy. 

O king (ofEering papers) these containeth the extent of our de- 
mands, as determined by our war council. 

These set forth tho!?e conditions upon which my Nation and thy 
Nation shall cease this unpitying strife. 

These provideth for the proper fulfillment of their conditions and 
rely upon thy word as a divinely created mauj on thy part, 

And upon my Nation's part, thou wilt discover there the auto- 
graph of even him who now speakest to thee. 

Made in the presence of the living God, the mighty Ruler of 
Heaven and Earth. Glory be to His name. 



D,gt,ZBdbyGOO<^le 



THE COLORS. 



THE COLORS. 

WHITE. 



Crusaders when they bravely fought to free 

The sacred soil from grasp of heathen's hf!nd ; 
Encountered battles both on land and sea, 

Ere they arrived in sight of holy land. 
They dauntlessly faced many plagues unknown: 

Courageously they trampled obstacles all down; 
Until by knighthood's triumphs they had shown 

Their worthiness to fight for Christian's crown. 
The splendid victories they bravely won; 

The hardships they had cheerfully gone through; 
They laid the praise for all that they had done, 

To Him whence they their inspiration drew. 
Their deprivations, sacrifice and strife. 

Endured with patience worthy of good Job; 
And cared not for the praise bestowed on life. 

But were exalted in their knighthood's robe. 
That robe of purest white with blood red cross; 

Proclaimed its wearer's worth and his renown, 
But it, alas, announced the fearful loss, 

Of those who, dying, earned the Martyr's crown. 
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The story has a noble lesson given, 

Of man's endurance and his might. 
Against most fearful foes he has oft striven, 
And won the Holy, righteous fight. 

The majesty of spirit has descended. 

Sublimity of mind still lives; 
Ah, yes, and He who their cause once befriended, 
To earnest seeker strength still gives. 

Your fight for life, like theirs, will be rewarded, 

If fought by faith of mighty force; 
And giving Soul the life to it accorded 

By Him, Salvation's judge and source. 
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RED. 
Part 1. 

With pious mind the shepherd often told, 
His children of the famous legend old. 
The gods, appreciating shepherds' task. 
Agreed to give whatever he would ask. 
" My flocks," he cried, "save them from storm and rain, 
From blight and ills, and me from gnawing pain." 
The gods were pleased the boon to grant and made 
The sun foretell the weather by its shade. 
Enabled then was he his flocks to shield. 

By timely taking them from the open pasture field. 

When red the skies appear on eve of night; 
The shepherd's heart may happy be and light. 
When red the sky is at the dawn of mom. 
The heart of Shepherd weary is and worn. 
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Part II. 
Now heaven's Ruler graciously has sent, 

Commandments so that man by them may earn 
His happiness and peace in earthly Tent, 

And thus the joys of heaven's kingdom learn. 

These heav'nly laws were sent from Him to warn 
The world against temptations, snares and sin; 

For those accepting them, there soon will dawn. 
That future which on earth does but begin. 

Let thy life be a faithful, truthful sign. 

Serene and clear as yonder blue-domed sky. 

Triumphantly go fighting first in line. 
Amongst the followers of Him on high. 
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Part r. 
The wise Egyptians, ancient and renowned, 
A lesson for their generation found. 
As well their monuments of greatest skill. 
Example gave of wisdom and of will. 
The common custom was at festal board. 
To show that death must never be ignored; 
To show that life is of the shortest span; 
Displayed its symbol; grinning skull of man 
Enshrouded in the draperies of the dead. 
By which the mind was deep impressed and led, 
Restraining those who long would eat and drink, 
Reminding them 'tis well of death to think. 
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Now custonvan exalted lesson taught. 
Uncertain is the term life may endure. 

The Joyous moment is with danger fraught, 

Come weal, come woe, 'tis only death that's sure. 

No palliating act can then avail; 

No voice regretting wrong will then be heard ; 
All things from memory will fade and fail 

Except life's guilt and its convicting word. 

What fate for man of sin has been prepared, 
Tis not in human power to conceive; 

But God's eternity will not be shared 
By those who do not in His will believe. 
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Ere chaos reigned, before the elements were made; 

Wfien this grand world was space, an empty, airless void, 
Ere time was. Wisdom came with plans prepared and laid. 

The world's foundations finished, proves the skill employed. 

This wondrous world conceived, created, planned and wrought; 

Awaits another miracle, advent of man; 
The elements are under contribution brought, 

To make of him, the grandest part of Wisdom's plan. 

The elements of which the world was first composed, 

For countless ages other elements engaged; 
Creating compounds wonderful, which well disposed. 

Have benefited man, his trials have assauged. - 

The force of Nature has unceasingly upheld. 

Her energies tor benefit of man, and give 
Example which if truthfully by him beheld. 

He will his life for knowledge and for Wisdom live. 

The faculties conferred by Nature are divine, 

And by her stern and rigid mandates are compelled 

Instinctively to own, acknowledge and define, 

The mind's position. It t'wards the future is impelled. 

By implication, instinct makes its promptings known. 

Discovering conditions, which applied to act 
Impose the truth in application, then is shown 

The active thought converted into quick'ning fact. 

By nature taught, what application's forces mean 

We know; how truth is used and thought to act is changed; 

The elements select, collect, combine and glean,_ 
And lo! the luscious, ripened fruit on tree is ranged. 
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When to himself a man is true, his thoughts the truth 
Demonstrates; shows his Maker's wisdom by his deed. 

When thought and act are thus directed, then is sought 
A higher life for soul to satisfy its need. 

An emblem find in Nature, in the fruit of tree; 

Productions of the earth, the emblems of its force; 
The act of man, an emblem of his active thought; 

The thought of man, an emblem, showing mind's resource. 

These emblems of the truth of things and life convey. 

Peculiar significance to thoughtful minds. 
An unanimity of purpose they display, 

Producing something better of their special kinds. 

Ah, brother! leave thyself and take thy mind afield, 
And look and judge of life with Nature's gen'rous eyes, 

Which lives by making gifts, and gathers force to yield 
Humanity its greatest, most exalted prize. 
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To properlv appreciate the character of Judas Maccabeus, it 
is necessary to know something of the conditions surrounding 
him before and at the time he made his first attempt to oppose 
the mandates of the King of Syria. It is not necessary to go 
deeply into history to portray those dark conditions, amid which 
his nobility shines so bright and to which his struggle for free- 
dom of conscience presents such a strong contrast. 

About twenty-five years before this struggle commenced, the 
people of Israel were compelled, by conquest, to transfer their 
allegiance from Egypt to Syria. During that period they en- 
joyed liberty of conscience — freedom to worship the God of their 
fathers after their own manner, being subject only to the civil 
laws of Syria. They were looked down upon by the Assyrians, 
however, as a conquered people. Their business, pleasures, relig- 
ion and customs were merely tolerated because the King had so 
commanded, while they were regarded as fit subjects for spolia- 
tion. They were the victims of imposition, injustice and robbery, 
which, if not open, was at best but thinly veiled. They secured 
privileges only by bribery, which resulted in general demoraliza- 
tion, even their priests proving recreant to their trusts to attain 
to favor with the ruling class. 

Such was the mora! and material condition of the people of 
Israel when King Antiochus IV. issued his decree that "his whole 
kingdom should be one people," that they should all follow the 
laws of the land and worship the gods worshiped by their earthly 
ruler. Death and the confiscation of all property were the pen- 
alties provided for refusal to worship the Syrian gods, sacrifice 
at their altars and obey their ordinances. 

It was at this time, history tells us, that "Judas Maccabeus, 
with nine others, or thereabout, withdrew himself into the wil- 
derness and lived in the mountains after the manner of beasts, 
feeding on herbs continually, lest they should be partakers of the 
pollution." It was while thus living in the mountainous wilder- 
ness that "Judas Maccabeus, and they that were with him, sent 
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privily into the towns and called thoir kinsfolk together and took 
unto them all such as continued in the Jew's religion and assem- 
bled about six thousand men." 

With this force of patriots, Judas Maccabeus went forth to do 
battle for liberty — for conscience' sake. He met the finely 
equipped army of Syria, under command of Micanor, 20,000 men 
of all nations, and annihilated it. His other battles were equally 
successful, for while the "cohorts gleaming with purple and gold" 
were better armed and better disciplined than his own forces, the 
latter went into battle with the determination to win or die for 
their cause. Like brothers they fought for each other, for their 
homes, their wives, their children and their God. After recover- 
ing and cleansing the Temple, razing the altars of the heathen and 
restoring their own, Judas Maccabeus and his fellows "returned 
thanks unto the Lord for their deliverance," and sang praises to 
His name by whose might they had conquered. 

There is no more noble figure in history than Judas Mac- 
cabeus, suffering privations for conscience' sake, planning the 
overthrow of the tyrant, forming the brotherhood of deliverers 
and fighting the battles of freedom for his people. With but one 
aim, to give his people protection; freedom to worship God as 
they desired; security of person and property, Judas Maccabeus 
offered his life and his talents. "With nine others, or thereabout," 
he set out to gather an army for the deliverance of souls froni 
bondage and to drive tyranny and deceit from the land. In se- 
cret he gathered them and bound them in brotherhood for the 
right, and then boldly led them against the hosts of oppression. 

It is not easy in these days of enlightened liberty to realize 
what it meant to the people of Israel to be commanded by the 
Syrian king to "Worship our gods or die." Yet there are mon- 
archs who even now persecute their subjects who hold to a faith 
which is not that of the sovereign. To Israel the command ot 
Antiochus meant they could live, have security for' person and 
property, enjoy such pleasures as the time might afford, attain to 
honor and distinction in the land, if they would but give over 
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their faith and worship strange gods. They must eat of the flesh 
of the Hog or pretend to do so while substituting other flesh, and 
sacrifice on the heathen altars. On the other hand, if they refused 
to do these things it meant they were to be scourged, tortured, 
outraged and killed, 

It is not to be wondered at that many accepted the King's 
command and sought the pleasures of life. It is not surprising 
that the majority pretended to yield, though tliey continued the 
worship of the one God in secret. They saw no other way except 
death and to be despoiled of their property and their dear ones. 

Only Judas Maccabeus and nine others were altogether true 
to their faith and fled to the wilderness where they could preserve 
their own honor, to the mountains from whence they couid search 
out their fellows who were worthy to be called brother. Only 
these were capable of pointing the way; but having found loyal 
spirits and formed their fraternity, they were ready to do battle for 
the right, to demand the birthright of mankind, serve the cause 
of humanity and give to posterity a priceless heritage. 

That heritage is ours. The right to worship God according 
to the dictates of our conscience, to have security under the laws 
of the land in which we live and to enjoy the pleasures of life with 
our families and our people. And that obligation which Judas 
Maccabeus took upon himself rests upon us as the inheritors of 
what he gave to humanity— to maintain the right, to protect our- 
selves and our brothers against oppression, to preserve our honor, 
to defend the sanctity of our homes and to give our best energies 
to the welfare of our country and mankind. 
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THE STARS MY TENT. "ASTRA CASTRA." 

Those stars which gleam and shine away up yon display, 

Their myriad legions which astonish and dismay. 

Conjecture stops, then adoration quick ensues. 

When learn we each of those its own true course pursues. 

Those stars have flashed their brilliance ever since pretense 

Was made of chronicling traditions and events; 

In former eras, memory the link sustained. 

What ages dim had seen, and having seen, retained; 

To mem'ry prior, ere creation's work was done, 

Magniticent they shone, and each a radiant sun. 

Old time, the measurer, compared with these in age, 

Significance must sink and only can presage 

Decay of periods. Defeat attends attempt 

To fathom what from human concept is exempt. 

For aye, as now, those stars illuminate, and show 

Night's mantle blacker by the rays they downward throw. 

So light is shed by those whose thoughts and acts release 

The world from ignorance; its liberties increase. 

The light when piercing darkness, blacker makes it seem, 

But earth is made the brighter by each errant beam. 

Yon stars, yon brilliant orbs, a meaning must convey 

To man. They bid him upward look; direct his way 

To higher spheres of thought; his feebleness betray. 

To teach him share his brother's burden day by day. 

The human mind's conceptions of the things beyond 

The radius of life's engagements, correspond 

With and are limited to things of life; while space; 

The beauty, number, periods, and splendid grace 

Of the celestial bodies, are still unconceived. 

Unknown, and unappreciated, unbelieved. 

The meaning words and thoughts convey, resolve themselves, 

According to the force of mind which digs and delves 

And gleans in fields wherein tfie roots of knowledge grow, 

Ahl but the knowledge gained what does it not bestow? 
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The words, denoting brilliance, gorgeous iiess, are lost 

Because the mind pays not to them the thoughtful cost, 

Which value makes; and thus is language held at fault. 

Whereas 'tis mind unthoughtful making this default. 

The mental help, "Comparison," invoked, will give 

A picture, crude, of forces under which we live. 

White heated iron stricken by steam hammer's blows, 

Gives off a shower of brilliants and yet brighter glows, 

The furnace glows and glitters with a simmering heat, 

And fiercely throbs and moans, refining what it treats. 

The uncontrolled, calamitous, enraging fire, 

Creates a brilliance, while consuming its desire. 

The force electrical, which friction generates. 

Which by induction is conveyed, illuminates 

Man's temples with the fiercest incandescent glow, 

E'en rivals sunlight as we see it here below. 

But if these forces were collected and combined ; 

In one sublime eruption, yet would we still find 

Them transient flame compared to stars of regal state, 

As seen up yon, symbolical of true man's fate. 

Unjust the mind, condemning those who have aspired, 

In ages past, to knowledge of the stars; been fired 

By them with thought sublime, enraptured, glory gave 

And made the world of their exalted minds the slave. 

Aye! earning from a thankful people, honored name, 

Reward and honest praise, and an undying fame. 

Astrologer, a name now held in mean contempt. 

Was then of rulers, earth's acknowledged kings, exempt 

From other obligations, than to learn the laws 

By which the stars are governed, seeking thence the cause 

Of thoughts and acts of man, of war's unholy deeds. 

Preserving state, discovering sedition's seeds. 

And mighty rulers like those of Babylon's day 

(With whose exploits, this age is stricken with dismay) 

Would bend their kingly will and supplicating, take 

Astrologer's commands, and life and kingdom stake. 
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'Tis sad that things created, gave their souls content, 

Inviting thus oblivion's disgraced descent; 

If only those gigantic minds had been imbued 

And faithed by heaven's truths sublime, the world reviewed 

In present age, would not contain the guilty signs 

Of man's ingratitude to God and His designs. 

In more enHght'ned ages, astronomy displaced 

Astrology, and has by knowledge gained, effaced 

The former superstition, and the light has shed, 

And shown humanity a sight, o'er heaven spread, 

Unparalleled; of spheres of grandeur, beauty, force; 

Which o'erwhelms man's mentalities but proves their source. 

That source to which we all return when life's well spent. 

Full duty done on earth will make the Stars our Tent. 
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OBLIGATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS 
OF FRATERNAL ORDERS. 

The application of a principle is precisely the same in small 
as in large matters. From the thoughts of one man Nations are 
moved and put at strife one with another, or the blessings of peace 
and plenty reign. 

As man contributes to his own success or failure in business 
or occupation, by the use he makes of his mental and physical 
abilities, and observes the laws governing and regulating both 
his business (or occupation) and abilities, so it is with any number 
of men. 

A community of men banded together for the accomplish- 
ment of one or more common or specific objects, can no more at- 
tain success in their undertaking (or perhaps to make the applica- 
tion more correct and explicit, also premising its purpose, it is bet- 
ter to say attain a successful continuance, because, in this particu- 
lar instance, the success of the undertaking is its continuance) 
than the individual man can unless they jointly, severally and in 
combination work as a unit for the common object. What is es- 
sential in the one case is equally so in the other. 

Fraternal Orders contain, or possess, no element or attribute 
in their system of operations, to make them an exception to the 
principle herein noticed, but their very existence depends upon 
their observance of it. 

They may, by individual efforts, meet with a certain measure 
of apparent success and even continuance, but it is only apparent. 
Even then the individual energies which placed them in this posi- 
tion, must be supported and sustained by acceded energies, com- 
mensurate with the demands made by those forces which made 
success possible, at the sacrifice or expenditure of a portion of its 
vitality (money) in many instances out of all proportion to the 
benefits obtained. As it increases its demands it decreases the 
sustaining power of the Order and defeats its original purposes, 
which soon again make this influence felt upon its forces, and then 
it is only a question of time until the Order reaches the abyss of 
failure. 
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A relaxation of Hie individual effort aforementioned merely 
accelerates the disaster. 

Precisely as water will find its own level and unless taken up 
by a foreign or artificial agency, from its level, will stay there. 

Water, of its own volition, will not run up hill, be perfectly as- 
sured. 

These forces are the individual members of a Fraternal Or- 
der. 

These forces (members) have obligations and responsibilities 
separate and apart from those imposed upon them by their ritual 
requirements. 

They are obligated to the order for the small cost of the pro- 
tection it affords them against loss by death for the benefit of their 
beneficiaries, which could not be obtained from any Insurance 
Company, outside a Fraternal Order (with equal security) at a less 
sum than 60 to B5 per cent, more than that which they are now 
paying. 

To the intelligent mind the question will here present itself; 
How and why is it that Fraternal Orders can carry death risks at 
so small a cost to certificate holders? 

Without going into the actuarial feature of the question. It 
perhaps is the better plan to alter the question and put it thus: 
Why are Fraternal Orders permitted by the State and other laws 
governing them so to do? 

Because, First — That being a chartered Fraternal Order, and 
not a chartered Insurance Company, the law assumes that mem- 
bers of these Orders, meeting regularly at stated intervals, are able 
and capable to take care of themselves without the fostering care 
of State officers to look after them or their finances. 

Second — That unless these periodical meetings are inaugu- 
rated and continued under the by-laws of the Order, the Order 
can have no legal existence. 

Third — The same necessity which compelled the Order to 
secure its charter to enable it to carry death risks at its rates, is im- 
posed upon the members of the Order, by attendance at these 
meetings, to uphold and legalize the existence of the Order. 
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Fourth — That it is in consequence of and for the sole reason 
of it being a Fraternal Order, that protection against loss by death, 
can be purcfiased from it at its rates. In other words, it imposes 
and assesses upon each purchaser an obligation besides the mone- 
tary one. This is not paid when the assessment is paid, the bal- 
ance due on each assessment is the obligation of attendance at 
these periodical meetings, and is not discharged unless the holder 
of a certificate attends them. 

Fifth — He is obligated to himself to attend these meetings 
to Justify his own act in becoming associated with its members 
and in joining the Order, 

The responsibilities a member of a Fraternal Order carries, 
by his membership, are numerous and of importance to himself 
and others. A Fraternal Order is made up of individual mem- 
bers, and its existence depends upon each fulfilling his obligations 
(financial and otherwise) and it is his duty to see that others fulfill 
theirs. But he has a much greater duty and greater responsi- 
bility, which, if he or others fail to meet means disaster to his Or- 
der, and that is, that sufficient new members be secured to replace 
those members who have died, allowed their certificates to lapse 
for non-payment of assessment, or have become suspended. 

He is responsible to himself and to those for whose benefit 
he is carrying his certificate, to engage his knowledge and abilities 
to continue the success of his Order, by using them to its advan- 
tage, of course, without unduly interfering with his business obli- 
gations, but outside of those obligations, he has no occupation of 
like importance, either to himself or his loved ones. 

He is responsible to himself and to each member of his Order 
to take that active interest in the management of all its affairs, 
local or general, as to satisfy himself and others that it is in the 
hands of fit and proper persons, and that its administration of the 
affairs of the Order is conducted according to its own laws, by- 
laws and the laws of the State granting its charter. 

He is responsible to himself and to each member of his Or- 
der to examine carefully each financial statement issued by its 
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managers, and report afly discrepancy or error of omission or 
commission he may discover for correction and adjustment. Let 
each member always bear in mind that the managers of an Order 
are not infallible, but just as much prone to err as other men are, 
and are as equally desirous to correct an error, either of omission 
or commission. 

Each member of a Fraternal Order should be impressed with 
the fact that in the event of his death, in each and every case, the 
benefits under his certificate, that is the money part thereof, are 
treated by his administrators or executors and the managers of 
his Order as purely a matter of business and settled as such. In- 
asmuch as business, to be successful, will not tolerate indifference, 
or be run upon other principles than those of business, neither will 
a Fraternal Order, and the sooner each member realizes this, and 
treats this portion of his affairs in that spirit, the better for him 
and every one else belonging to it. 

Failure of a Fraternal Order, not only reflects discredit upon 
that Order and its managers, but upon all Fraternal Orders, and 
particularly upon the individual members of the Order meeting 
with disaster, thus depriving many of the only means possible of 
providing for their families in case of their death. 



,dbyGoogIe 



THE DEITY MY LIGHT. 



THE DEITY MY LIGHT. 

" The Stars, my Tent" 

When this world shall cease, 
Its power spent, 

When God's holy peace 
From heaven is sent; 

When He shall release 
Heaven's firmament; 

When His love to increase 
He calls the content ; 

May I then rightly claim. 
In His holy name, 

"The Deity my light." 

" The Stars, my Tent" 

When troubles surround; 
Wlien strength is spent; 

When my hope is flown ; 
No comfort sent; 

When courage departs; 
When all's discontent; 

When terrors rise ; 
With Faith intent; 

May I then rightly claim, 
In His holy name, 

"The Deity my light." 
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" The Stars ray Tent" 

When temptations nigh; 
Dishonor's sent; 

When Friends give the lie;- 
When foes, invent; 

When Truth they defy ; 
The heart is rent; 

Integrity's defamed; 
All sorrows blent ; 

May I then rightly claim, 
In His holy name, 

"The Deity my light." 

" The Stars my Tent." 
In happiness or grief; in joy or sorrow; in prosperity or pov- 
erty; in success or failure; in liberty or confinement; in health or 
ailment; in pleasure or work; in home or office; in workshop or 
mill; in charity bestowing; in generously giving; in thinking and 
speaking; in planning and acting; 

May I then rightly claim. 
In His holy name, 

"The Deity my light." 
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TRUTH'S CONFLICT. 
PART I. 



Behold the form of Truth sublime, though heavily 'tis draped 
With black Depression's shroud. Matjnificent in outline, craped 
Though 'tis with foul besmirching cloud, Suppression's awful 

might, 
The monster grim, as always, threat'ning death to Truth and right. 

Tis like malignant Octopus of great and mighty strength 
And many slimy, treacherous tentacles of ample length. 
And power to seize its victim weak, and with a vice-like grip 
Contract and squeeze the gasping breath from out the dying lip. 

Ah! see the superhuman strife. Truth, trying to unfold 
The monster's dire, suppressing, fearful and affrighting hold. 
Resulting like when Ocean's clinging waters are displaced 
In turbulent commotion, quick subsiding when replaced. 

The frenzied monster, while impatiently awaiting cloth 
Now being woven in the loom of cowardice and sloth. 
Is blasphemously invocating that unholy doom 
Awaiting those contributing to this infernal loom. 

For ages thus the lying spirit which this world produced 
(The one in man by which his truthfulness was first seduced) 
Has been engaged combating Truth with sorrowful results. 
But yet the truth exists for him who with his God consults. 

This monstrous lying spirit is sufficient man to make 
The Devil's tool, destroy his life and give his soul as stake. 
To make this wondrous globe, by heaven blessed, a seething hell, 
Consume, respire its beauties, and its many glories quell. 

To speak the lie denotes the mind is on the downward path. 
While going makes unhappiness and culminates in wrath. 
Estranging parents, kith and kin and all from them, and each 
The world estranges, giving back what they, by giving, teach. 



,dbyGoogIe 



56 FRATERNITY. 

But lies create the medium by which the lie to slay. 

Create the recompense a lie is always forced to pay, 

Of faith the death, the mem'ry's grave, remorse's fruitful source. 

While for the soul 'tis sin's effective, most destructive force. 

The webbery of subterfuge is used Truth to deceive, 
Expediency's drapery makes mind the lie receive. 
Yet truth survives, of life the sun, it acts no shadow's part. 
Its essence, like the rays of sun, lights soul and warms the heart. 

But weave Suppression's stifling shroud, the parts of which 

consist 
Of lies and attributes of lies; let other sins assist 
And cast it over Truth, the sun eclipsed, the sky o'ercast, 
The life misspent, the soul's in midnight blackness at the last. 
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Ere world was Truth was, the principle of truth did reign 
Creating worlds. The first Creator called its aid, its principle 

applied. 
This world's foundations laid, completed, and perpetuated by and 

on the principle of truth, 
And its component parts inanimate and animate 
By Him created, were endowed by truth, and blessed. 
Creation's continuity in Nature, is embodiment of truth. 
The function of the forces to which nature owes continuance, by 

it are regulated and controlled. 
Existence of all things and beings, depends upon observance of 

the truth. 
For kind on kind will turn and rend if its appearance shows it the 

transgressor of the law. 
The fish of sea, the butterfly, the brute of field. 
The fowl of air, the worm, the reptile, creeping things of earth. 
Observe its mandates, or the penalty of death ensues. 
Productions of the earth, ensconced within its bowels to be taken 

thence for good of man, 
Embody truth, its principle and laws. 
Sun, moon and stars true courses keep and winds sing praises to 

eternal truth. 
Exalted and immaculate is truth up to this point, when man. 
Lord of creation, came endowed by his Creator with a mental' ele- 
ment of power, 
Not found in anything created hitherto. 
But forthwith man that power abused, brought falsehood in the 

world and lied. 
Now man in image of his God possesses form's perfection. 
As he excels in mental power so he excels in beauty 
And has dominion over other beings and created forms. 
If all created forms, including man, possessed alike of strength. 
And if this force was equal to the highest now p 
Yet man would have dominion and control- 
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By beauty of his form and power of mind he would yet be su- 
preme. 
In this condition man is the embodiment of truth, 
Superior to all else on the earth beside. 
Transgression of the truth despoils him of his beauty and his 

power. 
Intelligence of man, when gauged by brute intelligence is grand, 

sublime, divine; 
When judged by man it corresponds, or high, or low, with the 

intelligence by which it's judged; 
That judgment being the criterion for measuring the judging 

mind. 
But all are judged by an intelligence superior to man's, the high- 
est, that of truth. 
Which represefits the One and Great Intelligence, the First and 

Last, God; 
That judgment rendered^ and approving, justifies the soul and 

gives eternal life. 
Intelligence which has its source in truth eternal is 
And man with such intelligence perpetuates and glorifies the 

truth by death. 
When man's criterion is substituted for eternal truth. 
The moment is announced of the declining power in man. 
The fall of his intelligence prophetic of his earthly strife and end. 
That which cannot be corrupted is eternal, incorruptible, eternal is 
the truth. 
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PART III 



Supreme and ruler of the earth is man with mind divine. 
Of wondrous faculties which heaven only can define. 
With functions blessed beyond the power given man to know. 
Unless that power comes from Him to whom the righteous go. 

With knowledge uninspired, directed by his earthly mind, 
Eternal life demands, because it was for man designed, 
Forgetting earthly obligations which to man he owes. 
Forgetting heaven's hosts the same eternal laws impose. 

Demands of man increase, and each inflates his mental sight. 
Creates within him visions of his greatness, knowledge, might, 
A mental faculty creates, unnamed, but which provides, 
A force to make that living state, where truth with lie divides- 
Half truth, half lie, cotlceit of wicked man creates the lie. 
His boasted state of pride and vanity to justify. 
This faculty and force increasing, makes the mind perceive. 
The He's supposed advantage, rather than the truth believe. 

And vanity, from lies deriving selfish gain. 
Begins to lie to get unjustly, and retain; 
Develops selfishness, the bane of joy and peace ; 
Excuses of the liar are the truth's decease. 

Tlie simple law of truth, as well observed by Nature's force. 
Creates, decays, and reproduces in its season's course. 
Ah, but suppose the world's condition, if this Nature lied 
And made pretense that it the wants of man had thus supplied. 

The law of lies, unlike the law of truth, creates to slay, 
Destroys, exterminates, and damns the soul eternally. 
Destroys the peace, the happiness of living man, and fills 
The mind of coming millions with the poison it distills. 
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The brilliant, ever flashing light of truth bestows 
Divinity on man, if he its meaning knows; 
And satisfies his life with happiness ne'er known. 
If he the truth accepts and makes its life his own. 

What life without the truth conveys to man is naught 
But misery, contention, and with strivings fraught; 
Subdues the mind's ambitions, nullifies the past, 
Destroys the future ere its form by time is cast. 

But taught by truth's enlight'ning rays, the mind expands. 
Develops until answerable to demands 
Which, while increasing, give the happiness received 
And open paths of knowledge hidden till believed. 

The truth in active life engenders and prepares 

The soul for life eternal. And when death impairs 

The body's usefulness, the mind of truth ascends 

To higher spheres of life where truth the world transcends. 
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RESPONSIBILITY. 



My brother, life's responsibility now lies 
Upon thee. Unacknowledged, hope and peace defies. 
While if acknowledged, peace and plenty from it flow 
And recreates the happiness it thus bestows. 

Responsibility of heaven is the gift. 
Inducement 'tis thy mental powers to uplift. 
Its action, like to life, which is by age increased 
Or like to age by life's inaction, 'tis decreased. 

The needle 'tis of mind, which points on compass face. 
The thitherward of thought; of mental acts keeps trace. 
Thy life and course marked out, the least divergence means 
A shipwrecked life, or one misspent in land of dreams. 

This needle, seen by man, will thus to him make known 
Thy mind's abilities. And these, displayed and shown. 
Are gauged and judged. A lack of value once proclaimed 
The place ol greater trust is by another claimed. 

The needle true, which points on compass' honest face 
Thy acts of life, denoting honor or disgrace; 
Which scores the race between thy life and time for wealth 
And marks thy loss sustained in body, mind and health. 
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Responsibility when it does justly prove 

The dominating spirit, thoughts and actions move, 

Then duty done by its inspiring, holy light 

Is 'done so well that all must think of thee aright. 

Responsibility is that which regulates 

Each act of life by power of will, defies the fates, 
Inspires the confidence of men, holds honor high, 
Of duty pleasure makes, meets pain without a cry. 

Responsibility does from life for life claim 
Employment constant. Active always, in its name 
The faculties may be informed of life's demands 
And cheerfully obey its just and true commands. 
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:SPONSlBILITY'S FACTOR. 

Responsibility is to this life what heaven is to the soul; 

Its inspiration, present trust and hope and future home. 

Responsibility when known appreciatingly. 

Is like the living word of God to man, the light and life; 

To teach by word and act the tender, willing mind of youth. 

The generator of the highest attributes of mind. 

And moderator of the evil passions which their force controls. 

It is the debt of life each man owes unto God and man; 

And only when discharged, has man his daily duty done. 

But done in truth, then generations of the children of this world 

Will bless his name when heaven has enrolled it with the blessed. 

O Parents, let the blissful, sacred love you bear your child, 

Create within your hearts the knowledge of "Responsibilities," 

And let that happy future pictured in your mind for it. 

Forever guide your heart and hand in careful watch and ward. 

Remember that the picture you so fondly drew, was drawn 

With thoughts created by the aspirations of the soul; 

The precious gift of Him to whom you owe the soulful life. 

Realization of that picture is impossible 

Unless the mind is trained to understand these truthful thoughts. 

As sure as dawn precedes the Hght of day. 

So is the future welfare of the children's lives and souls 

Dependent on the true administration of the parent's will. 

What you are in the sight of God, so shall your children be; 

Unless their minds are opened to the light of heaven's truth. 

By one possessing in his life the spirit and the light. 

As sure as yonder sun bestows its quick'ning warmth on earth; 

So is the living God a factor in this world's affairs, 

And by whom you are held responsible for your child's life. 

If man possesses nothing, then to others he can nothing give. 

Your present life's responsibilities are the result. 

Of work of faculties produced from the impressions made, 

.On mind by life's surroundings, and experiences learned, 
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As they were taught to you, so also must the child be taught; 

And as your faculties appointed their responsible 
And acting Factor ere assuming life's responsibilities, 
So also must the mental faculties of child appoint 
Their Factor, to enable them to utilize their force, 
To mind develop and create the man as shown in life. 

From birth the virgin brain of child, unconsciously receives. 
Impressions of the sounds and things of its surrounding life; 
The brain responsive, localizes and by them conceives. 
The keen, upspringing faculties which generate the mind. 
The tendons of the body are with age increased in strength; 
The faculties reciprocating, stronger grow with them. 
Here see in tendons, body. Faculties of mind, the soul. 
The flower blooming, and the flower's sweetest, lasting scent. 
The nucleus of mind designed and by the senses made. 
Compels the organs to obey the mandates of the will. 
The will becomes supreme and rules with autocratic sway 
The organs, faculties and mind and none of them rebel. 

In days of infancy the law of preservation taught 

Its lesson, and soon found the faculties by which to give 

Expression, and thus making known the body's craving wants; 

The body unaccustomed and not knowing other food 

Than that of Nature, Is by Nature's food soon satisfied; 

But having constant wants it must be often fed and pleased. 

The faculties to make wants known are used so oft 

That they exceed in growth and strength the other faculties, 

Proportionately as the child is lacking in the use 

Of those not yet developed from impressions made on brain. 

'llie child is given other food, possessing qualities 

And flavors which if pleasant it accepts, if not, rejects. 

The palatable food becomes an object of demand. 

Thus causing further use of this the "Wanting" faculty. 

Which ceases not demanding until gratified or ruled — 

Forced to submit to an extraneous and stronger will. 

The child's ability to make desire known, gives the proof 

Of two conditions, strengthened faculties, increasing age. 

It also demonstrates that other faculties 
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Acknowledge their subservience to the "Wanting," one. 
This one is the understanding of the child 
Reality, a living something, good and tangible. 
Its infant's food is not a food, but 'tis the faculty, 
■ Converted and absorbed as food to satisfy the "Want." 
To find a power of the like intensity and force. 
As that employed by child in making known its hungry wants. 
Consider man with hunger driven desperate, opposed 
Within the sight of table spread for bounty's splendid feast; 
The personality of man reduce to size of child. 
And then conceive the forcing pressure exercised by it. 
Developing and strengthening this "Wanting," faculty. 
Another factor adds its quota to increase its worth, 
By the enjoyments of the body, substantiating thought. 
The other faculties have no such influence to draw. 
Attract or fascinate or compensate them for the work. 
However powerfully they may operate on them; 
And consequently their development is much the less. 
Tlius child's mentalities are constituted at the time 
When it emerges from the infant's, to its childhood's days, 
One faculty predominating over all the rest. 
This by the child considered a substantiality; 
The rest agreeable but transient and unrealized. 
In early childhood's days, the faculties of mind increase 
In range, extent and volume, in exact accordance with 
The mind of parents, or of minds of child's associates. 
The child grasps not the full intent of what is said or done. 
But just so much as corresponds with its existing want; 
And if the act results not, as was usual to give 
Gratification to the body, there ensues revolt; 
But which if quelled creates another faculty jn child. 
And if developed will oppose the wanting, selfish one. 
Development of mental faculties gives to the nerves 
Of body, sensitiveness hitherto unknown, unfelt. 
Creating interest in the perceptive faculties. 
And these reciprocating, assist the mind's development. 
The faculty of "Want," to body brought its nourishment. 
Unless controlled "Perceptive" faculties increase these wants. 
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The mind of child is still controlled by its desires 

And undeveloped are the mental attributes of life. 

The child with biased faculties embarks its mental craft. 

On sea of strange and dangerous, conflicting elements 

When it engages time attending school's associates. 

There concentrated are the tentative, and crudest thoughts 

Of parents biased, prejudiced, enlightened, dark and true. 

With some the right is wrong, with others wrong is judged as 

right. 
The truth the lie, the lie the truth and actions truth belie. 
The child if groimded well in truth and right, is fortified. 
And proof against the lying, ill example others set. 
With scope of life extended and with healthy faculties 
The mind sends forth its strongest leader, curious 
To learn the-pleasures which can be derived from this new world. 
The life of home environments and the school, dictate 
What the mind's condition shall be when it reaches man's estate. 
The mental battle, in the meanwhile has been fought, between 
Predominating and, if taught, the righteous faculties, 
For the control of mind and thus decides its future life. 
If parents have neglected duty and have given strength, 
'Instead of checking in the child and youth the early faults, 
Tlie faults are still supreme, but stronger and more vigorous, 
Possessing greater scope and liberty to give them play. 
O Parents, live you still in dreams of future happiness? 

Did not that future, now the past, fulfill the promise made? 

Did not the early, blissful thoughts continue in your mind? 

Did heaven or did you delude your lives with fleeting hopes. 

Of coming bliss, though unintelligiBle, undefined? 

Instead of taking froip the present living life its joys; 

Ah! add not wrong to wrong by wronging heaven's just desires. 

Recall the past and let its lessons guide thy future life. 

Now let the mind conceive an earthly, airless paradise. 

Luxuriant with Nature's ever-flowing, fruitful gifts; 

(To gratify the mind and satisfy the body's daily wants). 

Adornetl with art and taste of highest human genius: 

(To quench the longing, craving thirst of mind unsatisfied). 
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Wherein the vitalizing, breathing elements of life, 

Are human thoughts, as generated during Hfe of man. 

The genius of thoughtful man, inspired by heaven's grace. 

Has given food to satisfy the soulful mind therein: 

But man with thoughts inspired by Hell, has wrought its devilish 

plans. 
Created sin to justify the guilt of sinful mind. 
Aye, not contented with the secret, subtle form of sin. 
It has substantial Temples built to make it visible 
To fascinate and to allure the mind to certain death. 
With spacious, fulsome, fawning, it has covered and disguised 
The real ends of Hfe, and then by lies, has false ones raised. 
It has deceitfully, maliciously used its human tools 
To give inducements, most entrancing to the young man's mind ; 
To counteract or to confirm the lessons learned at home. 
This is that mental world wherein your son is now to learn. 
What he at home has failed to do of truth and righteousness. 

The minds of other men with whom your son associates. 

Possess one or more attributes developed strong and firm 

In each predominating, overruling all the rest; 

While his are only in the tentative and crudest form. 

But are inviting guidance in the line of thought of men ; 

Except his strongest faculty developed with his life, 

Now showing predilections in his daily thoughts and acts. 

If he finds not his predilection governing in one. 

He will in others, and will cling to him possessing it 

Until developed; giving righteous life or damning soul. 

The law of compensation governs mental faculties, 

Exactly as it governs all materia! affairs. 

The one possessing greater strength, absorbs vitality 

Which is, according to the law's of Nature's equity, 

Required by others to develope and substantiate; 

But when denied, restricts their growth, contracts their usefulness, 

And makes of them the slaves of the predominating force. 

With man as with his mentalities, the result is loss 

To life, of compensating happiness and emoluments. 

The mental faculties developed in accordance with 
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Their capabilities and the divine Creator's "Will," 
Possesses attributes to make the home and life of man. 
The counterpart of heaven, while awaiting its commands. 
Derision, scorn, contempt or greatest force of man or Hell 
Aye, or all, cannot, this exalted, living fact confute. 
Awake, O Parents, to your life's responsibilities; 
Let not your children lack the food, by learning ye may teach. 
So that ye may receive the happiness ye give to them; 
That ye may aid in the redemption of this world from Sin; 
And the Salvation of the soul of him, thy dearest Son. 
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WHY? 

Historian has praises sung 
To soldier who from Gal'rius wrung 
His usurped crown, his power killed. 
His life with retribution filled. 

Sing softly, ye people, hear ye that cry? 
The wail of the helpless, come to ask why? 
Our father, thy children wait for thee here; 
Our father, thy dear ones, waiting in fear! 

Now, hark! the voice commanding hear, 
Its answer is responsive cheer ! 
Falls heavy, measured tread, and then 
Phalanxes come, opposing men. 

Sing softly, ye people, hear ye that cry? 
The wail of the widow, come to ask why? 
My husband, my dearest, gone! gone, from mel 
My husband, my all, is taken with thee! 

Ah, see! Tliey meet, courageous, fierce. 
With blanching cheeks, each other pierce 
With sword of blood, which quick withdrawn 
From human scabbard, soul is gone. 

Sing softly, ye people, hear ye that cry? 
The voice of the sister, come to ask why? 
Oh, brothers, beloved! Oh, sorry the day 
When heroes are slain in battle's array! 
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Now friend and foe with dying breath, 
Down trampled, clasp the hand of death. 
Aht Horror! Hosts with heavy tread 
Now crunch the dying, maim the dead! 

Sing softly, ye people, hear ye that cry? 
The ivail of the mother, come to ask why? 
My darhng! my son, in this dead world I 
Awaited to bless thee, now sighing, die! 

The victors see, imbrued with gore 
Like gluttons gorged, yet seeking more. 
Yet these are men, not beasts of prey 
Though worse than beasts their kind they slay! 

Sing softly, ye people, hear ye that cry? 
The wail of the dead, who come asking why? 
Sing softly, ye people, lest they awake. 
And from ye demand the lives ye did take. 
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FRATERNAL DUTIES. 
BY A. R. CRUM. 

The word "fraternal" is derived from the X-atin, and means 
"brotherly." When applied to organizations — with, or without 
secret work — it retains all of its original significance. It is the 
duty of every member of a fraternal order to deal with every other 
member as he would with his brother by nature, or as he would 
like his brother to deal with him. The objects of fraternity are to 
protect the widow and orphan, to console the sorrowing, to sym- 
pathize with the distressed, to comfort the lonely and to give 
strength to the able. It is the duty of every member of a fra- 
ternity to zealously strive to* attain these objects. 

Selfishness and sin came into the world together, and have 
waxed great and powerful. One man may do battle against the 
wrong, btit his single arm may prove unequal to the task. "In 
union there is strength," however, and so men have united them- 
selves in fraternal bonds to do what the individual could not. It 
is the duty of every member of a fraternal order to lend his aid to 
every worthy object for which the order was created, and to do 
with his might what he finds to be done. 

To feed the hungry, clothe the naked and house the homeless 
is noble work, but it is not a fraternal function to merely give alms 
which might encourage mendicancy. It is the duty o£ every 
member of a fraternal order to succor the perishing, but it is yet 
more his duty to help his brother into self-supporting employ- 
ment, to aid him in, his business, to bring to him the reward of 
honest effort. A good word spoken, or simple act done, will often 
turn failure to success, and it is the duty of fraternity to be ever 
alert for such opportunity. 

That man who lives his life just and pure is respected in the 
communitv in which he dwells. He is admired and trusted by 
his neighbors. His faith and his rules of conduct are sought after 
by those who would emulate his example. If a number of men 
live their lives in that manner, because they conform to the princi- 
ples of an organization to which they belong, their individual 
honor attaches to the order. That order attracts to it all who 
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desire to live in the same way. It is a duty, then, for every mem- 
ber of a fraternal order to hold its principles sacred and to con- 
duct himself through life in such manner as to exemplify those 
principles and do honor to his order. 

Though the spirit be strong, the flesh is weak. Man is prone 
to err. Human nature is subject to temptation, but where the. 
wish is good, be the temptation what it may, the word of mild 
admonition at the right moment will turn the scale for the right. 
It is the duty of every member of a fraternal order to keep watch 
and ward over his brother, and if he is found tempted, to admonish 
and assist him to resist. If a brother is found dallying in the 
primrose path of evil, it is a duty to try to lead him back to virtue, 
forgiving the transgression and giving him encouragement to take 
again the right road. 

It is the duty of every member of a fraternal order to be true 
to his own manhood; to be true to his brother; to be true to his 
family and to be true to his country. It is his duty to hold sacred 
the honor of his brother's wife and daughter and to guard his son 
against going astray. And lest any might prove recreant to this 
duty through ignorance of the relationship existing, let each so 
order his dealings with all mankind that they may be honorable 
and right. It is not honorable to He or cheat; to slander or de- 
ceive. It is not honorable to abuse a confidence or betray a trust. 
It is tlie duty of every member of a fraternal order to shun these 
things. 

It is the duty of every member of a fraternal order to strive 
for the universal brotherhood of man ; to be helpful and not hurt- 
ful. It is his duty to obey the law, uphold order and preserve the 
peace. But he has license to protect the weak against unjust ag- 
gression, to oppose the wrong and serve humanity by force of 
arms, if need be. It is his duty to be a man, upright, honest and 
fearless before his fellow and before his God, 
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A SELFISH MISTAKE. 

. BY A. R. CRUM. 

" I should think, John, you would get tired of that? Don't 
you have troubles enough of your own, without burdening your 
time with those of other people?" 

" What would you have nie do, Rich, let a brother die for 
want of attention?" 

The first speaker was Daniel Rich, an owner of oil wells, in 
young manhood, rather handsome, with classical features, slightly 
marred, in the estimation of some people, by an indefinable 
expression suggestive of selfishness. He was stylishly attired, 
and of polished, graceful manner. 

The other was John Knight, a man of about the same age, 
but of sturdier build, witli the strong lines of form and feature 
that denote heavy physical labor. His broad shoulders were 
surmounted by a sun-browned face, hghted with a genial smile. 
Knight was an oil well driller and contractor. 

The conversation occurred on a bright May morning, as the 
driller came from the bedside of a sick friend, to whose wants 
he had been ministering during the night, with a softer hand than 
he might have been thought to possess. It could be inferred 
from the remarks of Mr. Rich this was no new experience to 
Knight. As a matter of fact, it was a frequent occurrence, be- 
cause he was always ready to lend a helping hand, and had come 
to be regarded — to use the words of his friend, Blake Walters 
— "a sort of standing committee for three lodges to visit the sick 
brethren, and arrange for the occasional funerals of their 
members." 

"One of your lodge brothers, I suppose," continued Rich, 
in a sarcastic tone. I should think you would have more than 
enough of the fraternity nonsense, too. An unmarried man, 
like you, has little need for that kind of 'protection,' and it is 
costing you more than you will ever get out of it." 

"It is true that I do not need much insurance as matters 
stand with me now," replied Knight." My dear old mother has 
a pension that would keep starvation from her door, without 
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me, even it she hadn't Charlie to depend on, and I suppose my 
sister is capable of taking care of herself. But in the meantime 
I am helping to make the thorny path smoother for the widows 
and orphans of some poor fellows who have nothing but their 
fraternal benefits to leave to their families." 

"Oh, hang their families. Why should you care?'' returned 
Rich. 

"Well, I do care. There is comfort for me in the thought 
that I am able to help someone else along. But insurance is 
not all of fraternity. TTiere is fellowship and brotherhood, 
sympathy and companionship, without which the world would 
be dreary for me. I think it is you who miss half the pleasure 
of lifeby keeping to yourself so much, instead of enjoying yourself 
with friends." 

"Friends, fiddlesticks! There is only one true friend, and 
that is money. With money in your purse you can have what 
you like, including plenty of human friends. Without money, 
even your 'friends' will desert you. I prefer giving my time 
to making money, instead of wasting it, sitting up with sick 
people, and spending my cash for other men's orphans." With 
that, Mr. Rich turned on his heel and strode away. 

As John Knight looked after the man who had been his 
schoolmate, a pained expression almost robbed his full Itps of 
their habitual smile. It was only for a moment, however. Then 
he turned and went his way, nodding, smiling, and passing the 
word of friendly greeting with all whom he met, receiving the 
same tokens of comradeship in return. It may have been mere 
fancy, but one observer thought the young man's smile was 
brighter, and that a shade deeper color came to his face 
when he dofifed his hat to Irene Cashmore, the belle of the 
town, who was sitting on the porch at the front of her father's 
pretentious dwelling. But whether it was fancy or fact, the 
"good morning" he said to her was in the same deep, pleasant 
voice that even the children of the town had learned to know. 

Society in an oil city is very democratic, and wealth is nol 
the only open sesame to its portals. Possibly these conditions 
have grown out of the rapid fluctuations in men's fortunes in 
that region, where so much depends upon the smiles and frowns 
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of Dame Fortune — where the workman of to-day may change 
places with the capitalist to-morrow. At any rate, such were 
the conditions in Gaston, when the incidents here related oc- 
curred. Many fortunes were made and broken in the rapid de- 
velopment of a rich but treacherous territory. 

Gaston differed but sHghtly from any town of its class. It 
had sprung up like magic, as a sequence to the " gushing " 
qualifies of the Rich and Cashmore No. i, and was inhabited by 
all kinds of people. The population was graded into the re- 
spectable and the .not respectable, without much reference to 
financial standing, though all were there for the same purpose 
— to get rich, if they could. There was almost as great a variety 
of buildings as of people in the town, ranging from the handsome 
Cashmore residence down to the eight-by-ten, shed-roof shanty 
and similar barn of Slim Jim, the teamster. There was one thing 
in common among all these structures which lined the principal 
highway, the five long parallel avenues and the numerous short 
cross streets. They were all built of wood, and were of hasty con- 
struction. 

These trivial facts are set forth with such minuteness be- 
cause they are a part of the story, and had much to do with 
what happened in Gaston before another day had passed. It 
was during the night following the conversation between Knight 
and Rich, that the awful cry of "Fire" was heard soon after 
midnight. About an oil field nearly half of the male population 
works from noon until midnight, and a like proportion from 
midnight until noon, those being the hours when the men em- 
ployed at the wells exchange turns. It was a workman coming 
from his toil who saw a flame spring up at a dwelling on Main 
street, and he also saw, by the light of the fire, two forms hurry- 
ing away into the darkness. It was he who shouted the alarm, 
which was taken up in short order by a hundred other voices. 

John Knight was among the men coming off duty at mid- 
night, and was not far from the scene when the first alarm was 
given. He rushed to the spot, and was horrified to see the 
flames were leaping up at the end of the Cashmore residence. 
It was the work of a moment for him to leap over the low iron 
fence, bound upon the porch, and ring the door-bell furiously. 
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Even while thus engaged in the attempt to rouse the inmates, 
he instructed the gathering crowd how to form a "bucket bri- 
gade," and make the best use of the scanty supply of water in 
the town. 

Rapidly as the work was begun, the spread of the flames were 
even more rapid. The incendiaries had lighted their fire with 
oil, and it burned with terrible fury. Hardly had the inmates 
of the dwelling begun to stir until hoarse shouts arose from the 
crowd on the cross street, and gave the information that the house 
was doomed. It was then that Knight put his mighty shoulder 
to the hall door, burst it from its hinges, and calling to the men 
in the street to carry out the furniture from the lower rooms, 
rushed in and upstairs, to assik the escape of the family. 

Mr. Cashmore, half-dressed, was met at the landing at the 
top of the flight, and was quickly apprised of his danger. He 
clashed back to his bedroom, and very soon reappeared with 
Mrs. Cashmore, and together they fled to the Street, half strangled 
by the smoke which already filled the house. In the meantime 
Knight had passed from room to room, knocking and calling 
out at each door the necessity for hurrying out. It is needless 
to say there was prompt compliance with his orders. When he 
had completed his task and turned to make his way out, he was 
confronted by flame and smoke, which completely filled the stair- 
way. Nothing daunted, he was about to plunge into it, when 
he heard a frightened shriek behind him. Turning, he beheld 
a woman emerging from a door at the left of the corridor, and 
almost instantly he perceived another come out at the opposite 
side. The latter he recognized as Irene Cashmore, and he went 
at once to her side. 

Oh, Mr. Knight, is there no way of escape?" pleaded Miss 
Cashmore, while the girl servant wailed: "My God, my God! we 
shall be burned alive!" 

"Oh, yes," replied Knight, "we will get out all right, but it is 
possible we may be singed a little making the effort," and then, 
addressing the other girl, he assured her that her time had not 
yet come. This was easy to say, yet the man was puzzled to know 
how to make his assurance good. But he was accustomed to 
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think and act quickly, and his plan was made almost before he had 
done speaking. 

"Wait a moment," he said, darting through a bedroom door, 
and returning on the instant with two quilts. These he instructed 
them to bundle about their heads, to ward off the flame and 
smoke, and then he led them boldly into the fire. With an arm 
about each, he hurried them forward, almost lifting them down 
the stairway, which was already burning, and might give way at 
any moment. He was blinded by the smoke and scorched by 
the fire, but held the deep breath he had drawn at the start, and 
pressed ahead. It was a minute of agony, and then all three 
were pulled away from the blazing house, into the street. Miss 
Cashmore being thrust into the arms of her weeping mother, 
who had begun to fear she would never see her daughter alive 
again. None were any the worse for their experience except 
Knight, whose eyebrows were gone, hi» hair singed, and his 
face painfully, but not seriously burned. 

Heroically, almost savagely, the willing crowd worked, first 
to save the Cashmore dwelling, and then to prevent the spread 
of the flames to other buildings. But all efforts were in vain. 
Almost before they were aware of it, the men were working be- 
tween two blazing walls, and when they were forced back and 
on the street by the heat, they realized the fire was beyond their 
control, and Gaston was about to meet the fate that had befallen 
so many oil towns before it. 

Already there were thousands of men, women and children 
in the streets, some shouting, some weeping, some cursing, and 
some gaping silently at the terribly grand spectacle. A good 
many had experience in such disasters, and they were busy with 
the work of salvage, or planning and directing some new effort 
to stop the devouring flames. Hundreds of teams with wagons 
were carting away household goods and household gods; hun- 
dreds of human beings were turned to beasts of burden, carrying 
to safety whatever they were able to bear. 

A brisk wind started, and the fire swept rapidly along Main 
Street, into the business district of the town, spreading on both 
sides among the fragile wooden structures, which burned like 
tinder. The draft of heated air, rushing upward, carried blaz- 
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ing shingles and sparks to the sky. There they were caught by 
the upper air currents and hurried away to the northeast, a 
menace to whatever thing of combustible nature they might fall 
upon. 

It was an awful night, and when the gray dawn broke through 
the pall of smoke, it revealed a scene of ruin and desolation. Piles 
of blazing rubbish and smoking embers were all that remained of 
dwellings, stores, and places of amusement. The home and the 
saloon had been reduced to a common level of gray ashes, as all 
manner of men are brought to mortal equality by death. Gaston 
the prosperous was laid waste, and its population was encamped 
under the dome of heaven, with whatever of its personal property 
it had been able to convey beyond the reach of the fiery furnace. 

During the day hundreds of the curious came from miles 
around to see the ruins. Together with such inhabitants of the 
place as were not too exhausted for effort, they poked about in 
the ashes and embers, seeking valuables and relics. By evening 
wagonloads of lumber were being unloaded where cool spots 
could be found. Next morning the ashes were being shoveled 
aside, and before noon the carpenters were rebuilding the town 
—creating Gaston the second. The foul work of incendiaries had 
been done, and was beginning to be obliterated and the good 
people of Gaston were too busy to hunt down the scoundrels, and 
too well pleased with tlie fact that no lives were lost in the fire 
to harbor much resentment. 



Two years and a month after the great Gaston fire, John 
Knight, Blake Walters and Charles Kingsley — the latter the man 
whom Knight had been watching with the night before the fire 
— stood on the street discussing arrangements for the institution 
of a new lodge in a neighboring village. The bell of a church 
near by rang out merrily. 

"There must be a wedding," quoth Walters. "I wonder who 
are the happy people." 

There was a wedding. Even as Walters spoke carriages 
rolled up before the church, and merry maidens and gay cavaliers 
began to alight therefrom. A curious crowd gathered silently 
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aud mysteriously, as such crowds grow, from no one knows 
where. Necks were craned and eyes peered about furtively. 
Tong:ues wagged wisely, all actuated by the human interest that 
attaches to brides and grooms at all times the world over. 

Then came the groom, a polished gentleman, attended by 
others of his class; and the bride, leaning on the arm of an elderly 
gentleman. 

"Why, its Dan Rich," exclaimed Walters, with lively in- 
terest. 

"And the bride is Miss Cashmore," said Kingsley, "the beau- 
tiful giri you rescued the night of the big fire, John, just before 
you came to save me and the bed where I lay ill. I have not 
forgotten your kind though tfulness for me, and yourself burned 
almost to a crisp." 

John Knight said nothing, and his friends were looking too 
intently toward the church party to observe the workings of his 
features. When they turned again toward him, his face had re- 
covered its wonted expression, though oddly enough both his 
friends thought he looked older than when they had met him a 
few minutes before. They resumed the broken thread of their 
discourse and presently parted with the usual jests. One or two 
acquaintances who met Knight, before he reached his bachelor 
lodgings, noted a preoccupied air, so unusual with him, that they 
forebore the ordinary greetings, lest they might disturb his 
thought. And then it was all over. 

No bride and groom were ever so generously congratulated 
in Gaston as Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Rich. They went for a tour 
of Europe, with the good wishes of the city, and among those 
who shouted a hearty farewell to them as the train started was 
John Knight. A moment lated he turned and gave his strong 
arm to the bride's mother, and laid a hand upon the arm of Mr. 
Cashmore, as he guided them to their carriage. There were a 
few in the little crowd about the station platform who remembered 
they had once thought Irene Cashmore would become the bride 
of that young giant, and somehow they wished it had been so. 

It was not that Mr. Rich was not a good match for the belle 
of the town, for he had been wonderfully fortunate in his business 
ventures, and was wealthy. His strict attention to business had 
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brought its reward. It was not that any one had aught to say 
against the bride- groom's character, for he was esteemed as hon- 
orable in his dealings and blameless in his conduct. Not one 
of those who felt it could have defined that vague regret — it was 
just a subtle feeeling, perhaps born of too much worship of the 
idol. 

John Knight, too, had prospered in a modest way, as a good 
and industrious contracting workman might. Dame Rumor said 
he had cleared the old home of its mortgage, and added a tidy 
sum every year to the mother's pension. He had a few small 
interests in some wells, too, but was far from being wealthy as 
was his friend Daniel Rich. 

For some time after the wedding John Knight was a frequent 
caller at the Cashmore residence, where he brightened the days 
for the old couple, who sadly missed the daughter, who had been 
the light of the household. Time dragged wearily with them, 
except when Knight was there to arouse their human interest 
in the doings of the outer world. But other things were soon 
to engage their attention. 

A new oil field had been opened in another part of the State, 
where nature yielded her treasure more abundantly. The price 
of tlie product fell rapidly, and the value of properties in the 
Gaston region dwindled alarmingly. Mr. Cashmore confessed 
to Knight that at the rate things were going he would soon be 
a poor man. Knight himself felt the pressure, for his ovm in- 
terests soon ceased paying dividends, and there were no more 
contracts to be had in that district. Everybody in Gaston suf- 
fered in common, hoped against hope, for a time, that there might 
be a turn in the tide, and then gave way to despair, as they real- 
ized the worst. The more energetic among them put their affairs 
in order and hurried to the new El Dorado, while the others 
made the best they could of the situation where they were. John 
Knight was among the first to quit Gaston, but he carried with 
him the memory of scenes and thoughts that could never be 
effaced from his mind. 

Mr. Cashmore cabled his son-in-law to hurry home, as a 
younger man was needed to meet the emergency. The bridal 
tour was cut short for the sake of business,. and well was it so, 
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for when Rich reached home, he found himself without an in- ' 
come. The business of Rich & Cashmere was already insolvent, 
though fortunately, the young man had some better individual' 
holdings, and a good bank account. 

Daniel Rich set about liquidating the liabilities and collecting 
the claims of the firm in his brusque business manner. Many 
poor debtors, crushed by the same depression that embarrassed 
the firm, were forced to the wall in the course of the settlement. 
Some of them begged the young man to be lenient, but to one 
and all he declared "business is business," issued executions on 
his judgements and foreclosed his mortgages. 

During these trying limes, Mr. Cashmore was stricken 
with paralysis and died suddenly. His widow fell into a decline 
. from grief, and the next spring followed her husband to the 
grave. This double affliction almost drove Irene mad, but her 
soul was comforted by the baby boy that came to bless her and 
her husband. 

Rich found himself with only a moderate capital remaining 
after the obligations of Rich & Cashmore were discharged. With 
this he entered the speculative market, where he declared he 
"would retrieve his losses, suffered through the depreciation of 
bis producing property. Fortune favored him, and coupled with 
his shrewd business tactics, brought him greater wealth than 
ever. His advice was sought by niany and given to none, for 
he knew well that money is not made from common knowledge. 
He was a law unto himself, and his neighbor had the same privi- 
lege to keep what he knew for his own advantage. He became 
<3aily more engrossed with his business, while his wife was left to 
her own resources. 

There is an end to all things, however, and in speculation 
the end often comes with crushing force. It proved to be so in 
the case of Mr. Rich. The market had become a prey to wild 
rumors, and was exceedingly sensitive. Rich, with a strong faith 
in declining production, was buying heavily for an advance. 
Then one day the news came that a "wildcat well" in the wilder- 
ness had been drilled into the sand, and was flowing at an enor- 
mous rate. For a couple of hours the market was confused, 
dropping and rising in a hesitating way, while the trade waited 



,dbyGoogIe 



82 FRATERNITY. 

for confirmation or denial of the report. The confirmation came. 

Panic reigned on the exchanges. Frantic men tore the 
clothes off each other in their excitement and anxiety to sell. 
Rich, for the first time in his life, lost his self-possession, and 
wandered about like one stunned. Every moment and every 
fluctuation meant a loss of hundreds of dollars to him, and he 
was powerless to prevent it. The gong rang, and the business 
day closed in the exchange before he had thought of a plan to 
save himself. Next morning the whole truth was known. A 
well had been completed in virgin territory by John Knight and 
others that was flowing 2,cxx) or 3,000 barrels a day. 

When the exchanges opened there was a momentary hesi- 
tation, each man apparently waiting to see what his neighbor 
would do. Daniel Rich was the first to do anything. He bid 
for a large amount, the price at which the market had closed 
the evening before. It was instantly sold to him, but he bid 
again. Then there were a hundred offers to sell, and he accepted 
all of them, following with a larger bid than before. Some one 
else began bidding, then a dozen more joined in, and the market 
rallied. Slowly it advanced, with frequent reactions. Rich buy- 
ing all the time at a furious rate. He was selling all he could 
through a broker in another exchange, and hoped to be able to 
hold the market by his own buying until his sheet was balanced, 
but it was ail in vain. About noon the whole trade was in a 
panic again, and "the bottom was out of the market." 

Rich was compelled to announce his inability to pay for 
what he had bought, and his holdings were sold out by the presi- 
dent of the Exchange at auction. There followed weary days 
of calculation and settlement, at the end of which Mr. Rich found 
himself again a poor man. His bank account had been swallowed 
up in the vortex of speculation. He had his home and his family, 
but was unable to comfort himself with their possession. How- 
ever, he was not the sort of man to sit down and bewail his 
misfortune. His creditors had been no more exacting than he 
had been. By his own sagacity he determined to rebuild his 
fortune. 

By placing a mortgage on his home, he raised sufficient 
money for a new venture, and hurried into the region that had 
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brought his misfortune. The territory was pretty well taken 
tip, but with Knight's assistance, he secured a promising piece 
of twenty acres, and started a well. That well proved a failure, 
and he returned to Gaston broken in health, as well as in for- 
tune. 

Knight was at this time riding upon the crest of fortune's 
wave. He and his associates had the best of the new territory, 
and it was bringing a golden stream to their coffers. Many of 
Gaston's former citizens were assisted into business by the 
genial John, who seemed never too busy with his own affairs 
to find time to help a brother regain his (ost footing. But he 
was really busy, and for a time he gave no thought to Rich's 
failure, or what consequences it might entail. One day, how- 
ever, Kingsley returned from a visit to Gaston, and as the two 
friends talked of their mutual acquaintances at the old place, 
Kingsley mentioned Rich's misfortune and his illness. Knight 
was greatly interested, and questioned his friend closely. 

At the conclusion of the recital, Knight announced his in- 
tention to take a trip to Gaston, and if possible to assist Rich 
in regaining his financial standing. He was going to visit his 
mother, anyway, and would be obliged to go through Gaston 
for that purpose. Possibly his thought was more of Rich's wife 
and her two little children, than of his former schoolmate, but if 
so, he did not confide the fact to his friend and business associate, 
Kingsley. He simply began to instruct that gentleman concern- 
ing the conduct of their business during his absence. Kingsley 
had not much admiration for Rich's life of selfish effort in his 
own behalf, and knew well the man had no claim upon Knight's 
generosity. But he knew the man he was dealing with too well 
to try to dissuade him from his purpose. He knew that Knight's 
first principle was to help the unfortunate members of the orders 
to which he belonged, but he also knew that principle was broad 
enough with him to include other unfortunates. 

A few days after the Gaston visit was decided upon, Kingsley 
and Walters drove Knight to the railroad station, bade him an 
affectionate farewell, and wished him a pleasant journey. His 
face was bright with anticipation of seeing his mother again, and 
none of them had any reason to expect the short jaunt and brief 
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visit would be anything but pleasant, yet Kingsley's spirits were 
strangely depressed during the drive back to the hotel. Waiters 
was, as usual, brimming over with good spirits, and he rallied his 
friend somewhat upon his lugubriousness. 

"You are worse than a love-sick maiden," declared Walters, 
"and I never would have thought you was so wrapped up in - 
John that you could not bear to be separated from him for a fort- 
night." 

"Oh, it's not that," returned Kingsley, "but somehow I 
■did not like to see him go this time. He has often left us before, 
and while I always miss him, I have never grudged him his pleas- 
ure nor felt badly about it. I think it must be a revival of mem- 
ories of Gaston that has affected me, for I have been living over 
again my three weeks of illness there when John Knight was 
tenderer than a brother to me. For many nights he was my 
only attendant, and I feel now as I did that night of the big 
fire. I was lying there in bed, too weak to move, seemingly 
forgotten by everybody, made aware by the hoarse shouts in the 
street that the town was burning; that the fire was coming nearer 
and nearer tq where I lay, and expecting to be a victim of the 
flames. 

"I feel, even now, the misery that Vas mine, the agony of 
anticipating death by burning, and then the wish that it was all 
over. Just at that moment John Knight burst into my room. 
His face was terribly scorched and his clothes told of contact 
with the flames. But he was the same old John you and I have 
known so welt, on an errand of mercy to the afflicted, as ready as 
ever to help ease a pain that was not his own. 

"After him came three men. As John jocularly assured me, 
they had come to save and not to do me, injury; they lifted the 
mattress on which I was lying, and bore me out of the room 
and down to the street. Dr. Hydras, who had been called by 
John, arrived just as we emerged from the door, gave directions 
about loading me into the wagon that was waiting, and clam- 
bering in beside me, did what was to be done to prevent serious 
consequences from my removal. I feel now just as I did that 
night." 

While the friends talked, John Knight was speeding toward 
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Gaston on the fast express, his thoughts occupied in devising a 
plan to assist Daniel Rich without wounding his self-respect. 
It was late in the evening when he alighted from the train at 
the familiar station, and greeted a few friends who were there. 
He went direct to the hotel and retired to his room, evidently 
not having his plan fully perfected. 

Next day, however, he walked briskly to the Rich home 
with an air of confidence, like a man who had decided what he 
should do. He was met at the door by Mrs. Rich, who greeted 
him with unconcealed surprise, but bade him welcome. He told 
her he had come to see Mr. Rich, whom he had learned was ill ; 
he was going to visit his mother, and had taken the opportunity 
to pay his respects to her husband and herself. That was all 
he said, beside a few commonplaces about his and her own 
health and the like, before Irene went to her husband's chamber 
to prepare him for the visitor's coming. But his eyes had been 
busy during those few minutes, noting the changes in the girl 
he had rescued seven years before. He noted lines of care in 
her face, which was yet beautiful, and a few threads of silver in 
the rich brown hair. 

A few moments later he was by the bedside of the man 
whom he had come to help by offering him a position as super- 
intendent, and in that moment of greeting he realized that his 
plan, so carefully thought out, had been shattered. Daniel Rich 
would never be able to perform the duties of that, or any other 
position. ITie seal of death was already stamped upon his face, 
and whether Death would claim him in a year, or in half that 
time, was the only question. Knight was so shocked he nearly 
lost his Composure, but he bravely concealed his emotions, and 
began a cheerful conversation. His cheerfulness, however, had 
little effect upon the sick man, who took advantage of Irene's 
first absence from the room to tell his visitor how sincerely he 
regretted he had not taken the advice Knight had often giveii 
him. 

Rich knew his death was not far off, and confessed that his 
wife and children would be left penniless. His fortune had been 
sunk in speculation, and he had not a dollar of insurance upon 
what he denominated as his worthless, fragment of life. There was 
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a mortgage on his home that might deprive his family even of 
the proceeds of the sale of that, and he bitterly lamented that he 
had not joined one of the fraternal societies when Knight had 
invited him. That would have been, at the least, a slight pro- 
tection to his family, and would have secured for him some friends 
in his last illness. 

Knight consoled him the best he could. He said he would 
buy in the mortgage against the home, and promised it should 
never be used to embarrass the wife and children. He tried to 
inspire the sick man with the belief that he would recover his 
health, and that he could assist him to begin life anew. Finally 
Knight left him in better spirits than he had been from the time 
he had realized the hopelessness of his condition. Knight's re- 
ward was the grateful smile of Mrs. Rich, as he departed with 
a promise to call again after he had visited his mother and before 
he returned to his busmess. 

It would be idle to analyze the emotions of this man as he 
walked away from that home where the dark shadow hovered 
over the inmates. Had there been no stronger sentiment in his 
heart than the interest one feels in an old acquaintance, he must 
yet have felt the weight of sadness for the woman destined so 
soon to become a widow and the children who would be or- 
phaned so young they would have no memory of their father. 
He must still have felt the pain of sympathy for the hopelessness 
of a human being facing death — which must come to all — with 
the consciousness that his life had made no provision for the 
protection of his dear ones. But unbidden thoughts started in 
his brain, and unwelcome thrills and pains racked his bosom. 
In such a bewilderment of grief, hope, fear and longing he might 
have wandered dazed and aimless down the street, had not the 
mental discipline of a life of self-control come to his aid. 

First there was a duty to be done, and duty had always 
claimed him. Almost fiercely he thrust his confused thoughts 
from him, and set out to find the owner of the mortgage on Rich's 
home. As he went he decided to have that mortgage satisfied, 
instead of having it assigned. He had the money, he reasoned, 
and he had no better use for it. "She" would never know the 
mortgage existed unless her husband told her before his death. 
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and he hoped she would be spared that knowledge. And so the 
two thousand dollars was paid, and the mortgagee was given to 
understand that it was done with money that belonged to Rich. 

Then came the visit to his mother, who lived ten miles from 
Gaston, and to the sister, who was happily married and living 
near the old home. There was brother Charlie, who lived with 
his mother, and cared for the farm. It need not be told they were 
all right glad to see him, and congratulate him upon his success, 
or that he was delighted to be there and with them again after 
an unusually long absence. The ten days of his visit was a 
period of lounging, talking with his brother about affairs of busi- 
ness and the world, chatting with his sister, and having long, 
quiet hours with his mother. But the time came when he must 
go out into the world again, and he began to think of other 
things than home. First among these were Irene Rich and her 
husband, and thinking of them, on his iast evening with his 
mother, he told their story, 

A soft light stole into the old lady's eyes at mention of Irene's 
name, but it was blotted out by tears as the sad recital proceeded. 
At its conclusion, when her son diffidently requested her to see 
that Mrs. Rich did not come to want after her husband's death, 
she promised readily. She had known Irene Cashmore, and had 
loved her almost as a daughter, though after the young woman's 
marriage, she had seen little of her. When she had promised 
and John fell into silence, she crossed to where he sat, kissed 
him tenderly on the forehead, received his kiss in return, and 
bade him a soft good-night, as though she understood his mood 
and his thought. 

The subject was not mentioned the next day, though Mrs. 
Knight looked more tenderly, if possible, upon her son than be- 
fore. She had pity mingled with her love for and pride in him 
for the first time. Possibly she understood better than he how 
matters stood with his heart, for he was a strong man, who would 
not admit a weakness, even to himself. When the time for de- 
parture came and Charlie brought the team around to drive his 
brother to Gaston, the old lady bade him an affectionate good- 
bye, and whispered to him, "I will remember." 

It was John's intention to remain over night in Gaston, visit 
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Rich in the morning, and take the afternoon train to return to 
his business. He wanted to do something to assist Rich through 
his time of trouble, and had decided to tender him a loan until 
such time as he could repay it, though he well knew that would 
never be, for the man was nearly dead with consumption. He 
spent the evening renewing old acquaintance about the town, 
and stayed quite late at the club talking with some friends'. As 
they came out upon the street. Knight remarked that it was such 
a night the big fire had occurred. Even as he spoke, they heard 
a faint cry of "Fire, fire!" The whole party stopped, and each 
looked at the others inquiringly, wondering if it was merely a 
trick of the imagination, or if they had really heard the words. 
Then the cry was repeated. It came from some distance away, 
but there was no doubt this time it was genuine. In a moment 
they were running in the direction from whence the sound came 
and as they ran, they saw a light flare up against the night sky. 

There were not so many people about the streets of Gaston 
then, at that time of night, as when the great fire had occurred, 
so as the men ran, they shouted to alarm the sleeping people. 
The town had acquired water works and fire apparatus, how- 
ever, and two of the party ran to the hose house to get the fire- 
men out, while the others, including Knight, ran forward to the 
scene of the fire. Their course was toward the Rich dwelling, 
and John, noticing this, was" filled with alarm and increased his 
pace. He did not recognize the blazing house for a moment 
after he came in view of it. Several men were just then emerg- 
ing from the street door bearing a woman in their arms, and 
as Knight approached, two more dashed out through the flames, 
each carrying a child. Just as Knight recognized the house as that 
of Rich, the woman, who appeared to have come out of a faint, 
begged piteously for some one to save her husband. She would 
herself have rushed back into the flames, had not strong hands 
restrained her. 

"Oh, my poor, sick husband! I must go to him and save 
him," wailed Irene. 

That cry pierced Knight to the heart. The voice was that 
of the only woman he had ever loved, and without a moment's 
hesitation he plunged into the smoke and flame, while a dozen 
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voices called to him to come back, because he could not possibly 
live in such a furnace. But he did not turn back. He groped 
his way to the stairway, bounded up, two steps at a time, and 
began the search for the door to the sick man's room. 

Outside the crowd grew rapidly, and as the word was 
passed around that two men were in the burning building, the 
excitement grew intense. Mrs. Rich struggled frantically in 
the efifort to go to the assistance of her husband, but was borne 
back by kindly hands. The hose cart rattled up, unreeled its 
hose, connection was made to the fire-plug, and a stream of water 
turned into the open doorway, in the hope of making it possible 
for rescuers to enter. Almost at the moment the stream was 
turned on, there was. a crash inside the house, accompanied by 
a groan, or muffled exclamation, and a brave fireman leaped 
inside. He was instantly followed by another, and the surging 
crowd almost held its breath awaiting the result. Soon the 
firemen came out again, half dragging, half carrying two limp 
forms. There was a ringing shout from the crowd, and willing 
hands relieved the strangled firemen of their precious burdens. 
Someone called for doctors, and three pressed forward to lend 
their aid, the crowd parting to let them pass, and then surging in 
again. 

The two men wefe unconscious, and one of them was ter- 
ribly burned. It was soon ascertained that this was the rescuer. 
He had managed somehow to partly protect Rich from the 
flames while he carried him to the burning stairway, which had 
crashed down under their weight. Rich's burns were all re- 
ceived after that catastrophe, and having been unconscious, he 
had not inhaled the flame. Both were borne into a nearby 
house, and everything possible to science and kindness was done 
to revive them and make them comfortable. Mrs. Rich had 
fainted, but when she was revived, she and the children were 
taken to the husband and father, who was just regaining con- 
sciousness. The flame of his life flickered feebly, however, and 
the doctor shook his head gravely as he attended to his wounds. 
Then Knight came back to life and agony. He groaned in his 
semi-consciousness, and Mrs. Rich hurried to his side to see if 
she could do aught to relieve the suffering of the unknown hero 
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who had saved her husband's life. There was nothing to be 
done that was not being done, but i! a good woman's silent 
prayer could have eased his pain, he would not have lacked com- 
fort. 

In due time the fire was under control and the crowd dis- 
persed, with many anxious inquiries for the injured. No one 
knew who the rescuer was until Knight's friends bethought them 
of his disappearance and began to seek for him. Then. one of 
them obtained admission to the room where he lay, and identified 
him. With miraculous rapidity the information spread that John 
Knight was for the second time the hero of a Gaston calamity. 
A few of the older residents recalled the fact that it was Mrs. 
Rich he had saved upon the former occasion, and they com- 
mented upon the odd coincidence. Some one finally thought 
to send word to the Knight home, and some one telegraphed 
the news to Kingsley and Walters. With that the population 
settled to listless gossip and its accustomed avocations, and lay 
in wait for the doctors to learn the extent of the men's injuries. 

When the doctors came out to breakfast they announced that 
both men were conscious, but expressed the opinion that neither 
would survive their experience. Rich, they said, had the better 
chance of the two. He was far less seriously injured, but the 
smoke had wrought havoc with his diseased lungs and his vi- 
tality was so low he would hardly recover from the shock. 
Knight, with his tremendous exertions, had inhaled the flame, 
said the doctors, and while he possessed splendid vitality, they 
had no hope of saving his life. 

As the day wore on Knight became fully conscious, and 
suffered his tortures with the calm endurance of a martyr. Rich 
was also conscious, but was restless and moaned almost contin- 
uously. His wife divided her time between him and the man 
to whom she owed a double debt of gratitude. She thanked 
Knight again and again, and told him how grieved she was that 
he suffered so terribly. He whispered in return that he was 
content and almost happy. In the afternoon his mother, sister 
and brother arrived, and the silent grief of the potir old lady 
was pitiable to see. Soon after her arrival his condition changed 
for the worse, and the doctors warned all present that the end 
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was near. With the little life that remained, he whispered con- 
soling words to the old mother and his sister, asked them not to 
grieve for him, and commended them to the care of his brother 
Charlie, who was too much affected to speak. When the last 
moment came and Mrs. Rich had joined the weeping group at 
the bedside, he rallied with a last effort, and whimpered, "Mother, 
you will remember." And as she assented, he fell back, gasped 
and died. 

The mother tottered as though about to fall, but was clasped 
in Mrs. Rich's arms, and the two women mingled their tears for 
one of the bravest men that had ever lived, until aroused by the 
moans of Rich, and the necessity of giving care to the living. 
In the presence of death Rich sank rapidly, and in three hours 
after Knight had died, he, too, had joined the silent majority, 
died with his faithful wife bending over him and his innocent 
children gazing, wide-eyed, upon the strangely mournful scene. 



Let us draw the curtain upon the chamber of death. No 
tongue can tell or pen describe the sacred sorrow of a mother for 
her son or the widow for her husband. 



A second telegram told Kingsley and Walters that Knight 
was dead. They were yet impatiently waiting for a train to bear 
them to him. They had hoped he might recover, and the awful 
news struck them dumb with despair. Friends who were pres- 
ent, however, suggested they had better take with them Knight's 
private papers, as they might be needed in settling up his affairs, 
and they acted upon the advice. When they reached Gaston, 
arrangements had been completed for a double funeral. Mem- 
bers of Knight's lodge had taken the matter of his funeral in 
charge, and out of sympathy for the other man's helpless widow, 
they had included him in the same arrangements. And so they 
were buried in the churchyard, at the old home where they had 
been school boys together. Knight with the beautiful and im- 
pressive ceremonies of the order, and Rich with the simple service 
of the Church. 

It was not until the grave had closed upon her husband that 
Mrs. Rich suddenly realized she had no home to which she 
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might take her fatherless children. But at almost the same 
moment the thought came she was led to the carriage of Mrs. 
Knight, and the grief-stricken mother asked her to come along 
with them, and make their home her own. 

When they came to discuss John Knight's affairs, Mr. Kings- 
ley produced his private papers, including his will and insurance 
policies. The will bequeathed all of his property to his mother. 
Among the policies there was one for his mother, one for his 
sister, and one, issued by a fraternal order for $3,000, dated June 
20, 18 — , named Irene Cashmore as the beneficiary. It was then 
the lonely woman realized the old churchyard held all that was 
mortal of two men who had loved her, and one who had yielded 
his life for her sake. One who had left her penniless with her 
helpless children, and the other, who liad provided for her after his 
death, as he had no right to do before. 
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